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AFGHANISTAN 


COLONEL REPORTS INFILTRATION OF RESISTANCE MOVEMENT 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 13 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text] A colonel, who deserted from the secretariat of Sultan Ali Keshtmand, 
chairman of the Afghan Council of Ministers, has charged in Islamabad that 
Afghan secret agents are reportedly being slipped "in thousands" into Pakistan 
and Iran to gather information about the refugees. Furthermore, these agents 
were supposed to be creating "troubles" for the host countries. 


Col Habibullah Hidayat who has been in Pakistan since Wednesday reported in a 
press conference in the Pakistan capital that the agents of the secret service 
("Khedmat-e Ettela'at-e Afghan Dawlatia"-KHAD) were supposed to be infiltrating 
the resistance movement. The secret service reportedly consists of 40,000- 
45,000 men. “All branches of the KHAD are directed by Soviet officers; and the 
organization is totally dependent on Moscow," said Habibullah Hidayat. The 
head of the Pakistan section of KHAD is named Michael Grittschko; and the head 
of the Iranian section is an Azarbayjani named Fekrat. 





The officer said that he left Afghanistan because he got the impression that 
his secret relations with an Afghan resistance group in Pakistan had been dis- 
covered by KHAD. According tothe story of the 54-year-old colonel, who form- 
erly served as a government spokesman, there had been a shootout in early 
August at the Presidential Palace in Kabul in which at least six persons were 
reportedly killed and many others wounded. However, he could not confirm the 
rumor whether any members of the government were among the victims. In any 
case, President Karmal was not wounded. 


The news agency of the Afghan resistance group in Peshawar, Pakistan (AFGHAN 
ISLAMIC PRESS AGENCY--AIP) has reported among other things that resistance 
fighters in the Panjsher Valley had, so far, shot down six helicopters and jet 
airplanes of the Soviet invasion troops. Also, a guerrilla fighter reported 
rumors to the news agency that the Afghan cabinet had approved an autumn 
offensive against the resistance fighters. 


CSO: 4620/61 














PRODUCTION OF VARIOUS CONSUMER GOODS PUSHED 


More Output of Textiles 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


“Paying serious attention 
to inyestment in private se- 
ctor, management and imp- 
rovement of production, ex- 
emption of taxes, credit 
and customs facilities, are 
the beneficial programmes 
of our revolutionary Gove 
ernment for development of 
national capitalists, and 
this has had very fruitful 
results”, an official of the 
‘Almas’ textile mill told the 
Kabul New Times in an in- 
terview recently. 


He added: “The Almas 
textile mill is one of the 
productive projects in the 
private sector.’ It was  esta- 
blished in 1355 H.S. (1976) 
with an initial capital of 
Afs 5,000,000 and a final 
capital of Afs 15,348,000, in 
order to encourage and de- 
velop industries in this 
country and to meet a part 
of the nation’s needs”. 

In the year 1360 HS. 
(1981), the mill obtained 
Afs 10,870,000 and in the 
first quarter of this year 


Afs 3,000,000 from the sale 
of its produce, with the sin- 
cere cooperation and assis- 
tance of the revolutionary 
Government. 


Cotton cloth is the main 
produce of the mill and pie- 
ces desirably coloured are 
sold through the mill’s_sa- 


les agencies in the capital ‘ 


and the provinces. 

‘The production of this 
mill, qualitatively is equal 
or even @ little bit better 
than the products of similar 
mills in the country and it 
has a good name in the ma- 
rkets of the capital and the 
provinces’’, the official said. 

The mill possesses 50 
sets of weaving and 10 sets 
of dyeing, ironing and oth- 
er machines. 

“The annual production 
target of the mi‘i, regard- 
less of the lack of raw ma- 
terials or technical faults— 
the machines is 
and envisages as 300,000 
metres of coloured cotton 
cloth. But, the expansion 
and development plan is 
only being worked out and 
its implementation needs 
further 
Government”, he said. 

The mill has three prod- 
uction units and three tech- 


nical sections. The volume _ 


of the produce in the first 
month of this year reach- 


cooperation of the. 


AFGHANISTAN 


ed to 24,181 metres while 
the volume of production 
last year was 287,230 met- 
res. Technical faults affec- 
ted the level of production 
and lowered the production 
graph of the mill. 


Earlier, the raw materials 
needed by the .. mill. was 
provided by ‘the Afghan 
CART cempany, but, now 
they are imported directly 
from abroad through letters 
of credits’, the official said. 


He continued: ‘Investm- 
ents in the fields of econo- 
my, production projects and 
formation of industrial org- 
anisations in thé ¢ountry for 
meeting the necessities of 


planned “\the people, is considered a 


necessary measure”, for 

development. It will not 

only provide employment + 
but also avoid expenditu- 
re in import of the same 
commodities. Devélopment 

of local industries and gro- 
wth of national economy 
by investments in . private 
sector has paramount im- 
portance for a backward co- 
untry like Afghanistan. This 
is why the Government of 

















[Text ] 





ithe Democratic Republic of 
Atghanistan has been and 
is paying serious attention 
to the creation more such 
productive ‘ organisations 
that may meet the’ needs 
of this country. 

“After the victory of the 
Saur Revolution, especially 
its new and evolutionary 


The DRA Government is 
trying to organize’ small 
industrialists and 
men, provide them techni- 


phase, the Afghan CART co- 
mpany has put raw mater- 
ials, at a cost of Afs 35,000- 
000, at the dispo$al of this 
mill. This amount has been 
loaned with repayments in 
instalments. And, this ass- 
istance of the Government 
improved the financial base 
of the mill which was _stag- 


Crafts Promoted 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 5 Sep 82 p 3 


nating during Amin’s_ ru- 
le’, he said. 

“We also employ the cre- 
dits of the Industrial Deve- 
lopment Bank to purchase 
raw materials and _ receive 
other facilities from various 
other organisations that aid 
private sector development” 
the official said. 


ed in the place and appro- 
priate taculiies were pro- 


crafts- vided for them. 


the initial investment for 


cal help and advice and the creation of the centre 


finance their projects. 
Abdul Rahman Yarmand, 


lead ot the small indus- ion. 
tries promotion centre of One 
Industrial 


Bank (IDB), told the Kabul 
New Times that so far the 
small industrialists and cr- 
aftsmen have not been or- 
ganized while they are 
meeting the bulk of the ini- 
tial needs of the 
and they are exporting to 
the world markets as well. 

These producers’ work 
only with primitive and sim- 
ple instruments and most 
of their goods are 


was Ats 24 million, but to- 
day it exceeds Afs 29 mill- 


cooperative and 10 
Development small industrial projects 
are being set up under the 
auspices of the centre. The 
craftsmen enjoy bank cre- 
dits, storage and other fa- 
cilities on the spot. 

The centre only caters to 


people the needs of those industr- 


ies with 


relatively small 
investments and limited pr- 
oduction, with ownership 
solely belonging to Afghan 
nationals. 


Moreover, the 


home- cost of the machinery  sho- 





made. Thus they face en- 
ormous difficulties as far 
as instruments and raw ma- 
terial are concerned. 

in order to ensure _ bet- 
ter conditions for this imp- 
ortant strata of society, the 
IDB is undertaking © signifi- 
cant measures io provide 
them technical and finan- 
cial assistance and_ profes- 
sional advice. 

The bank established a 
centre in the Barikot region 
lor organising assistance to 
craftsmen under the name 
ot the Centre tor Promotion 
of Small Industries’. Some 
of the industrialists gather- 


uld not exceed Afs 4 mill- 


Put, the area of ‘activity 
of the centre is not limited. 
Any kind of small industry, 
which uses domestic raw 
materials, can be a bencfi- 
ciary of the’ centre. 

iurther, places are also 
envisaged for other _ busi- 
nesses which might be _ of 
need for other’ kinds of 


such as. electri- 


telephone and wat- 


storehouses. They 


will be entitled to more 
casy utilisation of bank cr- 
edits. With an interest rate 




















of six per cent on credits 
up to Afs 4 million and 
10 per cent on credits of 
over four million. 


in order to provide _inc- 
entives to industrial coope- 
ratives, the bank offers ex- 
tensive facilities, the most 
important of which is credit 


_without payment  guaran- 


tees. 


Concerning the develop- 
ment plan of the centre, 


Yarmand said that, in addi- 
tion’ to new industrial cen- 
‘tres, more industrial proj- 
ects will be carried out in 
future and an expert on 
small industries will be wo- 
-tking with the centre. 

He hoped the quality of 
production will thus impro- 
ve and the quantity’ will 
also increase. It has been 
further decided to work for 
better marketing and set 
up similar centres in other 
provinces. 


Medicinal Plants for Export 
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[Text ] 





The Afghan Medicinal 
Plants Joint Stock Company 
has exported a total of 7212 
tons of liqurice roots worth 
Afs 232,386,135 to the wo- 
rid rmarkets last year and 
during the first four mon- 
ths of the current Afghan 
year (March 21, 1982, to Ma- 
rch 20, 1983). 

Abdul Fatah Raheem, 
President of the Company 
in an interview to the Ka- 
bul yew Times recently also 
said _ that in 1360 
H.S. (up to Mar- 
ch 20, 1982), the medicinal 
plants company had expor- 
ted a quantity of 4558 tons 
of liquorice roots worth a 
total of Afs 139,787,530 Af- 
ghanis to Britain, America 
Italy, Fiance and India 
according to its planned 
tdrgets. And the annual ba- 
lance sheet registered a te- 
tal profits of Afs 44,089,255 
from the sales of this amo- 
unt liquorice roots to these 
countries. 

In the first four months 
of this year, a quantity of 
2654 tons of liquorice roots 
worth Afs 92,598,605 has 
been exported to the same 
countries. 


He pointed out that last 
year an additional quantity 
of 15,068 tons of liquorice 
roots and other medicinal 
planis and herbs’ were 
also exported under license 
by individual traders and 
trade establishments. 

The extra income’ from 
trade permits for this ex- 
port to world markets amo- 
unted to Afs 24,656,361 wh- 
ich went to the state trea- 
sury. 

He said that in the first 
four months of this year, the 
state has earned a sum of 
Afs 18,039,356 from the 
sales and exports of these 
items to foreign markets. 
He further noted that the 
medicinal] lants have beco- 
me an important source of 
foreign exchange earnings 
for this country. 

Elaborating further he 
said that Afghanistan is 
one of the traditional pro- 
ducers and exporter of a 
number of medicinal plants 
to the foreign countries. Th- 
ese include: liquorice roots, 
Caraway seeds, water-mel- 
on seeds, alfalfa seeds 
mushrooms, Asafoetida, cor- 
iandes seeds, white-poppy 














[Text | 





seeds, aniseed, rose flow- 
ers, anemones, onion see- 


ds and some other items. 


Asked about the number 
of wild-growing medicinal 
plants in the country, he 
said that so far there are 
300 different types of medi- 
cinal herbs, which are gro- 
wing wild in this region. But 
out of this, at present only 
36 medicinal plants are 
being exported to the world 
markets and are commerci- 
ally exploited. 

As to the methods of co- 
llection, he said that the 
medicinal pkants are collec- 
ted each year during par- 
ticularly seasons. But the 
collection methods are very 
primitive indeed. To teach 
the producers to make a 
wise and scientific use 
of these resources and to 
improve their collection pr- 
actices, the Afghan Plants 
company has carried’ on 
much _ publicity in this 
field and has sent mobile 
teams to the growing areas 
to teach and demonstrate 
to the collectors the scienti- 
fic and efficient methods 
of collection of these plants 
so as to conform to the 
standards, norms and spe- 
cifications set by the buyers 
and world markets. 

The medicina! plants, he 
said, gpgmerally grow in all 
the provinces and the var- 
ious districts. But it is the 
northern parts of the coun- 


The Begzad confectionery 
factory, with a capacity to 
provide 3,000 tons of 
ucts annually, has been ne- 
wly established. 


try which are best suited 
for the growth of these 
medicinal plants he not- 
ed. For example, he said, 
the main liquorice produc- 
ing regions in the country 
are: Fariab, Jauzjan. Bal- 
kh, Kunduz, Takhar, Bada- 
khshan, Laghman,  Parw- 
an and Maidan _ provinces. 

Speaking about  labora- 
tory analysis and determin- 
ing of the chief constitutes 
of the medical herbs, he 
said that the contents of 
these plants are determined 
through analysis made by 


the staffs of the faculty of 
pharmacy, the pharmaceuti- 
cal department and other 
organisations. 

As, these days, the quan- 
tities of wild-growing  me- 
dicinal plants collected is 
consistently declining (ch- 
iefly because collectors seek 
more rewarding employm- 
ent in other sectors) traditi- 
Onal suppliers are turning to 
the cultivation of medicin- 
al plants, wherever such 
plants lend themselves to 
cultivation so that they 
can meet the growing mar- 
ked demands. 

Since many medicinal pl- 
ants in high demand may 
be grown economically in 
Afghanistan, which  fortu- 
nately possess arable iand 
and manpower : esou- 
rces permitting it to prod- 
uce sufficient quantities 
and sell it at competitive 
prices, the Afghan Medici- 


New Sweets Factory 
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prod- factory, its 
and production 


nal Plants Company, has 
entered into — discussions 

with various other organis- 
ations like the forestry and 
pasture lands department 

of the Agriculture and Land 
Reforms Ministry, the  fac- 
ulty of pharmacy of the Ka- 
bul University and the pub-. 
lic health department re- 
garding how best to organi- 
se collection of these _ pl- 
ants. The discussions are 
aimed at developing a Co- 
ordinated and _ integrated 
plan for better utilisation 
of plant resources, re- 
vival of these resources and 
avoiding the danger of ex- 
tinction and destruction of 
these precious resources 
Raheem stressed. 

The company has _ no 
research department of its 
‘own yet. But of the seeds 
that it has obtained from 
the United Nations _ Ind- 
ustrial Development Orga- 
nisation (UNIDO), have 
been sent to the forestry 
department for analysis. 

The company is also 
exploring the possibility of 
cultivating some of the me- 
dicinal plants in Afghanist- 
in areas where the con- 
ditions for the growth of 
these plants may be favour- 
able. 

He also said the plan for 
the establishment of a liqu- 


orice roots processing unit 


is in advanced stage of dis- 
cussion, and the UNDP has 
expressed its readiness to 
cooperate in this venture. 


Speaking on the need for 
the establishment 
economic role 


of this 


activities, 


an official told the Kabul 























New Times that after the 
victory of the glorious Sa- 
ur Revolution, the ground 
was prepared for effective 
and useful activities for all 
the people of the country 
including craftsmen, mer- 
chants, national capital- 
holders and owners of sm- 
all scale industries. 


“Availing themselves of 
this opportunity and facili- 
ties provided by the popu- 
lar Government for growth 
of the national economy 
and augmentation of the 
local products our national 
traders and capital holders 
with full confidence in their 
future are making the ut- 
most use of these  facilit- 
ies”. 

“After the Jaddi 6 victo- 
ry of the new phase of the 
revolution, which was for 
the liberation of the people, 
our national capital-holders 
with more confidence have 
undertaken construction of 
many production instituti- 
ons, industrial establisnm- 
ents and private’ investm- 
ents in different sectors”’. 

“No doubt, investment 
and establishment of new 
industrial projects in dif- 


ferent sectors (state and 


private) is of paramount im- 
portance and plays a great 
determining role in prom- 
oling the living standard of 
the people and if‘ the na- 


CSO: 4600/776 


tional economys growth. 

Establishment of an indu- 
strial plant under the pres- 
ent circumstances is not 

only in favour of tHe mer- 
chants and small entrepre- 
eurs, but also the general 
public.” 

The source said that the 
Begzad confectionery fac- 
tory, which is such an en- 
terprise has been establish- 
ed with Afs 4 million initial 
capital. The final capital 
has been envisaged to be 
around Afs 100 million. 

The factory produces a 
variety of confectioneries. 
Seventyfive per cent of its 
work is machine work and 
the 25 per cent only is 
manulally done. The qual- 
ity of the confectionery 
produced in the factory is 
better than others produced 
locally and it competes with 
similar foreign products. 

All hygiene’ conditions 
are strictly observed in the 
factory. 

Twelve sets of confection- 
ery; and. one chocolate-mak- 
ing machiner are at pesent 
operating in the factory. The 
assembling and montage 
work of the machines was 
done by the technicians of 
the factory under the guid- 


ance of the Pule Charkhi de- 


partment for development 
of industrial centres. 

The factory has begun 
production one month ago. 


‘he production capacity of 
the factory, which is in the 
trial period still, is 10 tons 
daily, but increase in pro- 
duction is expected in the 
near future, the official said. 

The raw materials need- 
ed by the factory, including 
icing sugar, glucose, milk, 
(cream and dried), butter, 
coco and some other ingre- 
dients are imported from 
Holland. Butter and sugar 
are supplied locally from 
the market here. 


During its one month of 
activities, the factory has 
produced over 170 tons con- 
fectionery and has supplied 
to the local markets, fetch- 
ing over Afs 5 million. Mo- 
re confectionery worth ov- 
er 4 million is ready for 
sale at the factory's stores, 
the official added. Since 
confectionery is a major it- 
em of consumption, the Be- 
gzad factory strives to im- 
‘prove its products quality- 
wise and supplies it to the 
market. The products of 
the factory are at present 
consumed locally. --  - - 

Two hundred and eighty 
workers are employed in the 
factory. With further deve- 
lopment of the factory, the 
expansion plan of which is 
at present being scrutinized, 
the employment rate of the 
workers will considerably 
increase. 
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NATURAL GAS OUTPUT, COAL DISTRIBUTION ADVANCED 


More Income from Gas 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 13 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text ] 
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[Text ] 


Over Afs 15 billion were 
earned by the state from 
the sales of gas last Afghan 
year (ended March 20, 
1981). This represents ne- 
arly half of the governm- 
ent’s budget in the DRA. 


This was stated by an of- 
ficial of the oil and gas 
extraction in an interview 
with Haqigate Enqlabe Sa- 
ur’, organ of the Central 
Committee of the PDPA, 
recently. 


He added that the work- 
ers of the department last 
year produced 2761 million 
cubic metres of gas—show- 
ing an increase of 121 mil- 
lion cubic metres over the 
plan targets. 


Coal Distribution 


To help the Kabul cit- 
izens_ prepare for the 
winter ahead and to wi- 
den in distribution of co- 
al, the briquette-making 
factory of Kabul has alre- 
ady started the disiribu- 
tion of coal from Sunbula of 
the current Afghan year 


Also, during the same 
year, the workers  produc- 
ed 8,546,000 litres 
of oil condensates, whi- 
ch exceeds the planned tar- 
get by 246,000 litres. 


He pointed out that, next 
year, it is planned to raise 
the production of the ex- 
isting wells by well over 3 
billion cubic metres. 


But, at the same time by 
exploiting the new gas wells, 
it is envisaged to raise the 
production by 32. billion 
cubic metres annually. 


This shows the ever-incr- 
easing role of gas export in 
the future economy of the 
DRA, he noted. 


in Kabul 
» 3 


through its four agenc- 
ies. The distribution will 
be continue untill the 
end of the month of Qu- 
as without any delay in 
between. 


As of today, over 4,000 
tariffs and coal distribu- 


























tion orders have been 
carried out only at the 
factory centre. 


Eng Mohammad Osm- 
an Hasan, general direc- 
tor of the factory talking 
to the Kabul New Times 
about the whole _ proced- 
ure of coal distribution in 
Kabul, said: “To receive 
the coal they need under 
a definite and organized 
programme in due time, 
more facilities have be- 
en provided for the Ka- 
bul citizens than in the 
previous years. That is 
why the distribution of 
coal began from the first 
of Sunbula and it is hop- 
ed that with the approa- 
ch of winter, all the ci- 
tizens will receive their 
due amount, easily and 
their fear of a shortage will 
be removed.” 


The coal, distributed 
presently, is extracted fr- 
om the Kar Kar and Do- 
odkash mines and it is 
pure and genuine. “The- 
refore, customers don’t 
need juice for making br- 
iquettes of coal and eve- 
ry one can make a briq- 
uittee without mixing it 


with juice. The powder- 


ed coal itself can be pre- 
pared for usage’, he said. 

The factory, “as corpora- 
tion in the service of the 
people has always _ tried 
its best and will try until 
the last. within the prese- 
nt possibilities, to provi- 
de all-round facilities to 
our compatriots. It -has 
also done its best to pre- 
vent unequal distribution 
of coal to the citizens and 
given the people all the 
necessary facilities’, he 
said. 


On the bases of the 


recomendations made 
and dicisions taken, 
each customer. who 


is in fact the repre- 
sentative of a family, can 
recieve 1,000 kgs of coal 
against Afs 1,000, accor- 
ding to his turn. This 
means only one Afghani 
for each kg of coal. 


To cope with the great 
demand for coal, besides 
the centre, the factory 
has four agencies—-in Kh- 
airkhana Mena, Mirwais 
Maidan, Sayed Noor Mo- 
hammad Shah Mena and 
Taimany Watt newly es- 
tablished, these agenci- 
es are also’ distributing 
coal to citizens, especial- 
ly the residents of their 
respective areas. 


According to the plan, 
by the advent of winter, 
around 30,000 tone of coal 
will have been distribut- 
ed to the Kabul residents 
by the factory and its fo- 
ur agencies, according to 

Eng Osman. 


Although, in the prese- 
nt circumstances, coal is 
one of the sources energy 
for most productive and 
industrial interprises of 
the country, the human- 
itarian policy of the rev- 
olutionary state recogni- 
ses that it is also a nece- 
ssary part of the fuel for 
the inhabitants of the 
Kabul, Balkh and Bagh- 
lan provinces, he _ point- 
ed out. 

On the basis of the pl- 
an for 1361 HS, due to 
the great demand for co- 
al, there will be consid- 
erable increase in the sale 
of coal in these three pro- 
vinces. For the present, 
there is a suficient stock 
at the factory centre, 

















Kabul KABUL 


[Text ] 


besides the stocks with 
mines directorates of Pu- 
le Khumri and Balkh 
which are ready for distr- 
ibution. , 


Coal is distributed in 
the Kabul city as dust or 
in a powder form in ge- 
neral. Exceptionally aili- 
mited amount of coal 
made in to briquettes is 
distributed to some em- 
bassies in the capital, Yor 
whom there is no possibi- 
lity getting any other fu- 
el, Eng Osman noted. 


From the beginning of 
1361 HS till the end of 
month of Saratan, as mu- 
ch as 42,049 tons of coal 
has been extracted as 
powder and the extract- 
ion from the Kar Kar 
and Dood Kash _ mines is 
still in progress. In the 
first four months of the 
current year, in comparis- 
on with the correspond- 
ing period of last year, 
an increase of 6,401 tons 
has been achieved. This 
makes an increase of 118 
per cent. 

At present, no less_ th- 
an 13,195 tons of powder- 
ed coal exists, after the 
distribution of the quot 
as of the factories and 


industrial interprises, in 
the Kar Kar and Dood 
Kash mines and in the 
briquette making factor- 
ies of Kabul and Balkh. 
The coal needed for the 
Kabul residence has 
according to the scheduled, 
been transferred by _ the 
road transport departme- 
nt from the Kar Kar and 
Dood Kash mines to the 
directorate of the briqu- 
ette-making factory and 
its sale agencies. 


Eng Osman pointed out 
that, to provide more 
facilities for the Kabul 
citizens this year, the 
Mines and Industries Mi- 
nistry has ordered _ that 
the coal allotments for 
them, done from the 
four distributing zones 
to their residences, sho- 
uld be carried by the trac- 


tors of the department. It 
has been decided to put 
some of the tractors un- 
der the charge of the ag- 
encies to help the citize- 
ns transport coal for a 
suitable fee. Court and 
individual transports can 
take part in carrying coal 
according to regulations 
governing the. state tract- 
ors. 


Discoveries of Gas Reserves 


NEW TIMES in English 14 Sep 82 p 3 


In recent years, besides 
being consumed along with 
petroleum within the coun- 
try, natural gas is exported 
to the USSR. The export is 
the second largest source of 
the national income and 
accounts for 80 per cent of 
the total production of the 
Mines and Industries Mini- 


stry. 
These figures explain 


the special at- 
tention paid by the PDPA 
and the Government to 
exploration, development, 
utilisation and processing 
of petroleum and _ natural 
gas. The general departm- 
ent of petroleum and na- 
tural gas is responsible for 
continuance and expansion 
of its current activities with 
Soviet assistance. 











Stating this to the Kabul 
New Times, Dip! Eng Haf- 
izullah Nawabi, general pre- 
sident of the department, 
said: “A glancee at its bac- 
kground rveals that the ini- 
tral exploration of the pet- 
roleum and gas_ resources 
started ‘in the first part of 
the 20th century and the 
process has continued. The 
efficiency of the research 
in this field varied both qu- 
alitatively and quantitatively 
in different stages.” 


“With the assistance of 
the USSR’,, he added, “the 
exploration work entered 
a new era in 1957. Accord- 
ing to the contract dated 
July 1957, concluded _ bet- 
ween the then Government 
and the Soviet Union, this 
fraternal country since then 
renders technical and finan- 
cial assistance”’. 

So far, over 113,000 sq 
kms, geophysical and geo- 
logical drillings for deep 
explorations, development, 
end extraction of the petr- 
oleum and gas_ reservoirs 
in northern Afghanistan ha- 
ve been accomplished. 

Even a summary of the 
tasks carried out by both 
Afghan and Soviet  engin- 
cers, workers and_ technic- 
ians makes impressive rea- 
ding. 

Cas was’ discovered in 
the Yatim ‘Taq structure, 
15 kms east of Sheberghan 
city, capital of the Jouz- 
jan province. Its existence 
was proved here and drill- 
ing work is to be done for 
digging the developmental 
wells to confirm the quan- 
tity of extractable gas in 
the reservoir. According to 
the schedule, confirmation 
will be available next year 
and initial utilisation beg- 
in. 

Natural gas has been di 
covered also in the Khwa- 
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ja Gogardak structure, — sit- 
uated adjacent to Yatim 
Taq, in the Gutriv stratum. 
It has 48.7 billion cubic 
meters of extractable gas. 

The reservoir is being ta- 
pped through 39 wells and 
drying and collecting units 
from 1967 till now. 

The structure also — con- 
tains gas in a deeper jura- 
sic layer of about 18 billion 
cubic metres. 

‘he quantity is expected 
to be determined in the ne- 
ar future. 

Gas discovery has been 
made in the Jarqudug str- 
ucture, too. This is located 
eight kms from Sheberghan 
and contains 27 billion cu- 
bic metres of precious res- 
ource. After the installation 
of sulphur’ isolation and 
drying plants and digging of 
19 wells, utilisation began 
of the gas which forms 50 
per cent of the total prod- 
uce. 

The gas produced in the 
Khwaja Gogardak and Jar- 
quduq structures is carried 
through pipelines to the 
chemical fertiliser and_ th- 
ermal power plants of Ma- 
zvare Sharif and exported to 
the USSR. 

The gas_ also provides el- 
ectricity for the Mazare Sh- 
arif and Balkh cities of the 
Ralkh province. 

Some gas reservoirs have 
also been discovered arou- 
nd the city of Sheberghan 
and will be worked upon 
later. 

So far, as a result of the 
work accomplished, 112 bill- 
ion cubic meters of natural 
gas have been proved to ex- 


‘ist in the northern part. of 


Jouzjan province. Of _ this, 
36 billion cubic meter have 
been extracted from the 
Khwaja Gogardak reservoir 
till the end of the current 
Afghan year. 

“From the study and_re- 
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search conducted in’ the 
sedimentary areas of nor- 
thern Afghanistan, it is cl- 
ear that a large amount of 
natural gas and petroleum 
exists in the area. Therefo- 
re, the. exploration and dis- 
covery works should be acc- 
elerated to enable its fur- 
ther utilization”,  Nawabi 
said. 

Several years of studies 
and’ research have revealed 
that the particularly petro- 
leum-rich - are the rugged 
layers in the Sare Pul dist- 
rict of the Jouzjan provin- 
cc. Development work Cco- 
ntinues‘in the Angut, Sare 
Pul, Aqdarya and. Qashqary 
structures, which contain 
12 million tons of crude 
oil. A refinery with a capa- 
city of at least 500,000 tons 
is planned to be set up in 
the future. With this, com- 
pletion of a sizeable refin- 
ery part of the country’s pe- 
troleum products require- 
ment will be met. 

“Exploration and exploi- 
tation of such energy sour- 
ces are largely , dependent 
on research works in the 
long-term and short-term 
plans, financial and techni- 
cal feasibilities in the coun- 
try”, Nawabi pointed out. 

“The department strives 
to achieve goals set by the 
Saur Revolution ‘especially 
iis new and evolutionary 
phase”’. | 

The department hopes to 
implement projects in other 
sedimentary areas in nor- 
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thern Afghanistan. These 
include: 

—Geological surveys on 
different scales of other se- 
dimentary regions in’ the 
country. 

—Explorational drillings 
of the structures in northe- 
rn Afghanistan. 

—Completion of geophys- 
ical surveys, especially sei- 
smic operations, employing 
different methods, in the 
first phase in the northern 
part of the country and the 
Seistan region. 

—Training of technical ca- 
dres to accomplish these 
tasks. i 

—Provision of ‘residential 
homes for the personnel. 

The department has three 
field sections in the Maza- 
re Sharif and Sheberghan 
cities and has 4,500 workers 
on its payroll. ~ — 

Following the victory of 
the Saur Revolution, espec- 
ially its new and evolution- 
ary phase, special attention 
is being paid to the emp- 
loyees’ housing. Over an 
area of 2,200 jeribs, a resid- 
ential] building for the wor- 
kers has been under _cons- 
truction as part of the She- 
berghan city plan, with all 
modern facilities. The  dist- 
ribution of the plots has be- 
rourn. this year. 

In the near future, addi- 
tional homes will be provi- 
ded for the workers. These 
houses will be built over 
an area of 200 jeribs in the 
city. 
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MINISTER OF CULTURE MEZIANE DISCUSSES ALGERIAN CULTURAL IDENTITY 
Algiers ALGERIE-ACTUALITE in French 2-8 Sep 82 pp 22-24 


[Interview with Abdelmadjid Meziane, minister of Culture, by Ameziane Ferhani: 
"False Universality and True Artists"; date and place of interview not given] 


[Text] It was an appropriate moment to report on the inter- 
na*ional conference on cultural policy. Abdelmadjid Meziane, 
minister of Culture, was well situated at Mexico City to be 
able to discuss it with us today. It was also a propitious 
moment to talk about some aspects of this country's cultural 
Situation. 


[Question] An international conference on culture is not held every day. 
As Algeria's representative to this conference, sir, how do you evaluate 
its importance? 


[Answer] It was a conference on cultural policies. It was the second of its 
kind held by UNESCO; the first was held in Venice in 1970. To us, cultural 
policy is mainly a process that formulates general problems, i.e. in the 
general context of international relations with the industrialized countries 

on one side and the Third World countries on the other. We reject the neutral 
idea of a culture developing in isolation. We consider culture as being linked 
to economic, scientific and technological development. That was a reason that 
the two groups of countries present at the conference might have misunderstood 
each other from the start. 


Since the Venice conference, we have noted that instead of cooperation there has 
actually been a kind of hard line taken by the industrialized countries, so much 
so that subordination of all kinds--economic, military and technological--has 
been not only maintained but increased. In addition to the old forms of cul- 
tural aggression, we feel that even the so-called "universal" civilization is 
being oriented toward militarism. These problems had to be spelled out clearly 
at Mexico City. The industrialized countries brought up points for discussion 
that were pure and abstract questions of culture. For us, the issue was overall 
cultural policy, that is, everything that might involve development, interna- 
tional cooperation and the identity of young nations in cultural matters. This 
cultural identity is precisely what we want to affirm and strengthen. Algeria 
is well situated to understand the issue. Our country may be the one that has 
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suffered the most aggression in this area. Under colonization we used our 
small means of resistance to fight all attempts to depreciate our heritage. 

Now we have greater means with which to combat cultural assimilation, and 

we are staging resistance in this area. We are doing so quite well. This 
cultural identity thus had to be defined as anoffshoot of a false universality, 
because Western culture often presents itself as "'the only universal culture" 
and wants to swallow up and obliterate other cultures. 


[Question] You were talking about a hard line. How do you see it? 


[Answer] In the industrialized countries, cooperation is taken in only one 
way: "We'll give you something, but we don't need to take anything." For 
example, when it comes to teaching languages, they ask us to teach English 

or French in our countries, but they never think of doing the same for Arabic 
in the schools and universities of Europe. That is a hardline position. When 
they talk about exchanges between civilizations, they ask us to translate the 
universal works--Western ones--but they have never yet proposed that we translate 
works from the Moslem, Hindu or Chinese civilizations. On top of that, their 
history texts steal the universal accomplishments of other civilizations. This 
hard line is linked to a kind of superior position proclaimed by the West. 

Our position consists in calling for cultural cooperation in all directions: 
North-South, and also South-North, East-West, etc. And there are some points 
considered as pertaining to universal ethics, such as imperialism, Zionism 

and racism, that should have been taken up at Mexico City. There can be no 
true culture without peace and justice. We must denounce those three forms 

of aggression, because there can be no culture without ethics, either. Every 
time we bring up these aspects, the Western position hardens. 





Some people like to think that relations between poor and rich countries are 
excellent and that it is natural for some to be superior to others. We have 
striven to upset this intellectual smugness. A new universal ethic is needed 
and must be based first of all upon the denunciation of these three immoral 

and inhuman dimensions that jeopardize any form of culture, be it local or 
universal. We were thus obliged to fight very hard throughout this conference, 
We may also say, without misplaced vanity, that Algeria played a leading role 
in getting all these positions stated. We noted an American and Israeli pre- 
dominance at the conference that made itself felt by intimidation so that in- 
perialism and Zionism would not be denounced.. To do that, they attempted to 
depoliticize the conference by confining it to cultural aspects that I consider 
minor and routine. 


[Question] In short, culture in and of itself... 


[Answer] Right. Our contribution attempted to counter those theories by 
infusing a more combative political dimension whose primary point is the neces- 
sity of a new cultural order that resolutely rejects colonialism and imperialism. 


The second thrust of our efforts was: directed towards the two great injustices 

of the century, which are apartheid and the multifarious attempt to suppress 

the Pa estinian people. The third point was the restitution of cultural property 
to peoples who have suffered outright plunder in this area, We hed a lot of 
allies supporting our proposals on this subject, 
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[Question] An argument common among the former colonial powers holds that 
the Third World countries are not able to preserye these cultural properties 
effectively, 


[Answer] That is not true for the very good reason that those former colonialist 
countries, no matter what may be said, are trafficking illicitly and shamefully 
in cultural properties. It is an extraordinary form of speculation, Let's not 
talk, then, about archives that are exploited for political purposes to deform 
historical truth when they ought to serve to reestablish it and stress the na- 
tional worth of the countries to which they rightfully belong, We also dis- 
cussed the cultural rights of emigres, who are subjected to a generally admitted 
attempt to assimilate and deculturate them to the point that their personal dig- 
nity is impaired. We brought all these points to a vote, and we won. All the 
resolutions we proposed passed with an overwhelming majority, although some 
countries did try to go against the tide, Some European countries did so 
because they were torn between their desire to trade with the Third World--and 

I mean commercially--and their colonial nostalgia plus their deep love for Israel; 
this was also true of many Latin American countries under particular pressure of 
intimidation. The battle proved hard. Two groups of countries generally con- 
fronted each other: the Third World and socialist countries on one side and the 
more or less conservative Western countries, on the other. There were a few 
defections or hesitations among the Third World countries, but on the whole 

we won the main points. As I said, the struggle was not easy. Remember what 

the colonialist theoreticians used to say: 'Qur mission is to civilize the world." 
Well, they are still saying pretty much the same thing about Western technolo- 
gical civilization even though it is turning the world in a destructive and 
anti-human direction. We have other ethical, spiritual and esthetic values to 
give to humanity. For us to do that, the cultural blockade must be lifted, 

A new form of cooperation is needed, and we are saying basically, 'We want 

to know and appreciate you, but you must get to know us too." 





[Question] Is this a new universalism, then? 


[Answer] Yes indeed: a new universalism where all civilizations are equal, 

We must not limit ourselves to science and technology, especially because 

we are often up against an aggressive and predominantly militaristic technology 
nowadays, This is not the only aspect of development and civilization. 


[Question] The final declaration of the conference seems very positive, 
but what will be its ultimate fate? What concrete results can we expect 
from such a meeting? 


[Answer] Actually, nothing much except new awareness on the part of the younger 
generation. The great danger is, as you know, self-colonization. When you see 
our youth in Asia or Africa aping the dominant civilizations, it's as though we 
were trapped by the famous saying of Ibn Khaldoun: "The victors impose upon the 
vanquished their ways of life and civilization." If we can make our young 
people understand that we are not the vanquished and that we have worthy cul- 
tures and civilizations, then a great step will have been taken to solidify 

a new cultural order. That does not suppose that we would shut ourselves off 
from other civilizations, because we are for openness, dialogue and cooperation, 
We could then have our true values known abroad. But we cannot hope that it 
will happen by itself. Such an undertaking implies real struggle. 
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[Question] People are calling for a new cultural order in North-South relations, 
but we note at the same time that South-South cultural exchanges are few and 
paltry. The same goes for the economy. 


[Answer] That is indicative of a serious situation; the orientation of exchange 
channels. Most of the developing countries look to the North, Every country of 
the Third World is thus paying tribute to a well-defined cultural circuit. For 
example, it still seems strange to send our students elsewhere than Europe even 
though we have been independent for 20 years. Yet science and some technology 
can be sought out in countries such as India and China. Those who were colonized 
by England continue to go to London, others, to the United States, etc, It is 
mcre practical for linguistic and other reasons. The thought patterns are still 
those of the self-colonized peoples, who are mentally conditioned to think there 
is no science or technology outside of Europe. But we have a lot to exchange 
with countries close to us, For example, it is possible to study languages such 
as English and Spanish outside of England and Spain, Mexico has taken sociology 
to a high state of development, but we have never sent any students there. The 
Third World countries have not labored enough toward the kind of relations that 
we now need to establish, under the political and mental conditions of revolution. 
Also, in North-South relations is only a one-way street. The North produces and 
the South consumes, It doesn't go the other way, 





[Question] Maybe as a kind of recovery? 


[Answer] Not even that. Culturally there is almost nothing in this direction. 
For example, I have never seen French people ask Algerian teachers to teach Arabic 
in French schools, Anyway, it's not even taught there. 


[Question] But African music, for example, is collected by European or British 
groups and redistributed in Africa. 


[Answer] Yes, but I think it is just a minor form of exoticism, I do not see 
how African art could have been universalized, The only music recognized as 
being universal is classical European music, The playthings from Africa are 
exoticism and passing fancies. 


[Question] Sir, you said a moment ago that we were putting up very good resistance 
to cultural aggression. I do not think this is quite what we see in the behavior 
of young people or in the volume of imported cultural productions: books, films, 
etc. I still think there's.... 


[Answer] Yes, a situation of inferiority. Nonetheless, a balance sheet must be 
drawn up. When we won our independence by force of arms, we did not even have 

a national language. We had to fight to acquire that natural resource. That 
does not mean we have given up other languages. On the contrary, we do teach 
them. But now we can say the Arabic language is a language of common uSage, 
teaching and work. It is the official language. This is a positive step for 
Algerian culture. Also, we have drawn up an explanatory cultural plan, although 
it can be improvec. Anyway, nothing is ever perfect when it comes to culture. 
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We have thus drawn up a clear political platform for culture. It defines Algeria 
as a country of Arab-Moslem civilization and culture. That is important because 
at one time some people claimed they did not know what our identity was. This 
cuts off any desire to prolong colonialism. The elements in the platform are 
now Clear and have received the endorsement of 99 percent of the Algerian people. 
Even the intellectuals, who were hesitant and wanted to maintain a kind of Wes- 
ternist universalism, finally realized they were a minority and had to rejoin 
the majority. I think we have shown good resistance in protecting our cultural 
identity and can look to the future with optimism. But there are two other areas 
where we are in trouble: scientific development, where we are still dependent, 
and the media. As for the former handicap, we have a psychological advantage 
that will free us of complexes: we firmly intend to develop, and quickly. I 
think Algeria is in a good position to do so, As for the media, we must say 
they sometimes broadcast unconsciously works that imply the capitalist ideology 
of consumer societies. On that score we must keep our critical spirit constantly 
alert. The media must carry forth a dynamic and liberating culture. The media 
are the area in which the future of the younger generations is most threatened. 
In the big cities--Algiers and the regional capitals--we can see a wave of Wes- 
tern styles in music, lifestyle, dress, etc. But I think that will pass when 
there is a true Algerian artistic and l.terary expression; this will also extend 
to behavior, dress and furnishings because these aspects of daily life are also 
cultural. There are alread) preliminary indications of this renewal. In liter- 
ature and art we are in a period of change, At present, literary production in 
the national language is larger than that in French. This is the result of ef- 
forts that Algeria has made in education. A younger generation that has gradu- 
ated from national schools and universities has never had a colonial education 
and is producing with an Algerian spirit. A few years ago we were producing 
only 30-40 titles a year, We are now up to 250-300 titles a year; as we draw 

on our Arab-Moslem heritage in Algeria we will easily produce a thousand titles 

a year. That is our goal. Therefore, even as we criticize ourselves we must 

see the positive aspect of things. We have this solidly anchored process of 
development and the desire to produce in the national language with national - 
sensitivity. As for the programs carried by the media, a review of their con- 
tents is necessary, 


[Question] But the real solution is in the emergence of quality national 
programming. 


[Answer] Exactly. A solid, combative, dynamic national production can con- 
tribute greatly to saving the younger generations. That cannot be the case 
for productions that are only a pale copy of what is being done in the consu- 
mer societies; in this case it would be as dangerous as self-colonization, 
even if it were done in the Arabic language. Anyway, what does the language 
matter if the content itself makes no sense? 


[Question] Quality production also requires institutions. The ministry of 
Culture is one, and a new one in this country. What may be rightfully expected 
from it, do you think? 
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[Answer] Well, I hope a lot may be expected from it; basically, encouragement 

of national production and its av hentification or, rather, its reauthentification. 
Those are tasks that the ministry of Culture must accomplish in coming years. 

That is part of its program. Also, very dense programming on the media will 
bring Algerian culture back home to Algerians. We have let things go haphazardly. 
To overcome that, commissions must be established between the ministry of Culture 
and other interested ministries: Information, Education and Basic Instruction, 
Higher Education, etc. These commissions must be capable of good programming 
until television can establish a channel reserved for culture, although cul- 

tural messages are present everywhere. Nor must we forget that in a few years 

it will be possible to receive any European television station. Very high 
quality programs must be prepared. So far we have somewhat confused culture, 
leisure, politics and news. It is time to teach people good taste, authenticity 
and pride in oneself. 


[Question] Sir, all that supposes the manpower will be available, In our work 
as journalists we are necessarily in constant contact with artists, and we have 
noted that they are definitely discouraged. What could you tell them? 


[Answer] We have already tvrought them together, and we are planning for them 
first of all a program of comfort, stabilization and renewal of the artistic 
message. But what is an artist? The authentic artist must be distinguished 
from the false one. Many people call themselves artists without deserving the 
title in the slightest. Algerian society must give the lie to these detractors 
of art. Unfortunately there are many of them, but there are also true, great 
artists whom we must help and encourage to produce and improve constantly. 

For that purpose ic have decided, in agreement with them, to establish a law 
concerning the artist. The law will define the artist's place in society; it 
will be a prestigious one, because the artist is a man who produces not only 
esthetic but intellectual values for society. The law must therefore provide 
him with the tools for his work, a salary, retirement, decent housing, and a 
workplace, etc. His quality productions must enable him to receive material 
and personal benefits. The malaise existing among artists arises from the 
confusion between true and false artists and the absence of this statute 
defining artists by genres. Is an untrained flutist necessarily an artist? 

Can the derboukaji of a local band be put at the same level as a composer? 

All that has to be clarified. Art is not easy, and true artists must show 
themselves worthy of its demands. We do not yet have many artists of inter- 
n.tional stature; we must know how to recognize them. To do so, public taste 
must become increasingly demanding. We must not yield to facility and improvi- 
sation but select an elite--and this word is welcome in the world of art. Only 
in this way can Algeria lift itself up to the international level and see itself 
worthily represented. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON CLOSING SESSION OF NDP MEETING 
JN220739 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1502 GMT 22 Sep 82 


[Statement read by Prime Minister Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din on the resolutions 
and recommendations of the Third NDP General Congress held at Cairo 
University auditorium on 22 September 1982—live] 


[Text] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. Mr President: 
At the end of the work of our Third NDP General Congress [applause], I 
woulc like to say that the congress committees have held a continuous 
series of meetings for 2 days, [applause], during which you, Mr President, 
and the members participated in lengthy discussions with constructive 
opinions, the deputies of the prime minister and the ministers have also 
made statements during these meetings. 


The opinions, which were given, have truly expressed the needs of the broad 
base of the masses--the masses of our great people. These needs were 
covered by the recommendations of your congresses in the governorates. 
These needs were given every priority and precedence while we were dis- 
cussing the 5-year plan. We are hopeful and optimistic that our serious 
work will lead to development and production for the sake of a better 
future for our great people, who have given their confidence to our 
National Democratic Party [applause] and who are determined to overcome 
all obstacles with hard work and effort. 


We pledge to God and to you that we will be the vanguards of action and 
production in the various sites until the all-embracing development, which 
is aspired by the people for their present and future, is realized. We 
will exert efforts to defend our democratic experiment within the frame- 
work of the supremacy of the law and the values and principles of our 
society as well as the principles and ideologies of our NDP. 


Please allow me, Mr President, to present to the esteemed congress some of 
the recommendations and resolutions which have been adopted by the com- 
mittees of the congress and which represent the general framework of our 
work during the next stage in the various fields. All recommendations 
shall be sent to the party organizations in the governorates. 
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The first recommendation: The congress announces the reaffirmation of its 
confidence in the election of President Muhammad Husni Mubarak as the 


leader of the NDP. [applause] 


The congress authorizes the president to reconsider the formation of the 
NDP Political Bureau provided this formation is submitted to the congress 


at its first meeting. 


In the field of defense the congress calls for bolstering and developing 
the armed forces in organization and armament [applause] with the aim of 
promoting their combat efficiency, so that they will remain the shield 
protecting the homeland against any dangers that menace its security 
internally or against any foreign or external aggression from any direc- 
tion. 


Sudan and Egypt represent a vital strategic depth for each other. There- 
fore, Egypt considers any threat against Sudan's security as a direct 
threat against its own security. [applause] Accordingly, Egypt is com- 
mitted to giving military aid to fraternal Sudan against any threats that 
might menace its security. 


The congress calls for a commitment to the policy of giving aid and 
assistance to the Arab countries and the friendly African countries 
against foreign dangers which endanger their security, out of Egypt's 
faith in its historical responsibilities toward these countries. 


The congress caiis for continued participation in the productive projects 
and the pan-Arab strategic projects by boosting the projects of the armed 
forces’ national service apparatus and promoting the participation in the 
food security projects to achieve the stage of self-reliance. 


In the economic and planning affairs domain the congress approves the 
broadlines of the 5-year 1982-87 plan which was presented by the govern- 
ment. The congress calls on all the executive bodies to necessarily 
adhere to implementing all the plans after being endorsed by all the 
constitutional institutions. The congress also calls for approving the 
priorities as defined by tne broadlines of the 5-year plan. These are: 


1. Attention should be paid to the issue of production provided that the 
sector of the production of commodities be the principal axis for turning 
the wheel of development. 

2. Self-reliance should be developed. 


3. Manpower should be used in the best way. 


4. The standard of living should be improved, particularly for those of 
the limited income class. 


The congress calls for promoting public sector efficiency and for 
expediting laws to guarantee greater freedom on economic bases and 
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rectifying its financial structure and its effective participation in 
realizing the objectives of economic and social development. 


The congress asserts the important role of the local, Arab and foreign 
public sector and the role of the cooperative sector in the service of the 
open-door process, production and participation in accomplishing the 
objectives of the plan. 


The congress r. ends that greater importance be given to regional plan- 
ning. it recommends the issuance of followup reports on the implementation 
of any plan on condition that these reports are periodic and comprehensive. 
The congress also recommends that financial and monetary policies, the 
policy of international economic relations, investments and international 
cooperation should be in line with the economic open-door policy and in 
conformity with the general framework of the plan, and its priorities and 
with the basic objectives of economic and social work. 


On foreign relations, the congress praises the clear and firm line of 
foreign policy pursued by Egypt under the leadership of President Muhammad 
Husni Mubarak [applause] and the intensive contacts and efforts made by 
Egyptian diplomacy under his leadership to achieve a comprehensive, just 
and lasting peace in the Middle East and to enable the fraternal Palestin- 
ian people to secure their right to self-determination. The congress con- 
demns the criminal aggression against the Palestinian camps in West Beirut 
to which thousands of innocent Palestinian people fell victim. The 
congress holds Israel completely responsible for that massacre. The con- 
gress appreciates the positive stand taken by the NDP government in the 
initiative it had taken by recalling [Istid'a] the Egyptian ambassador 

for consultations and calls for immediate Israeli withdrawal from the 
Lebanese territories. [applause] 


The congress affirms that Egypt is part of the Arab and Islamic nation with 
a leading role in the Arab and Islamic world. The congress welcomes the 
positive steps which have been taken in the field of coordination between 
Egypt and Sudan. The congress also asserts Egypt's African affiliation 

and believes in Egypt's leading role in the African continent, especially 
at this time in which the OAU is subjected to divisions. 


The congress affirms Egypt's complete commitment to all its international 
obligations and the peace treaty with a view to achieving comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace, on condition that the other sides abide by the 
letter and spirit of the treaty. The congress supports all initiatives 
and efforts to achieve the legitimate rights of the fraternal Palestinian 
people. It welcomes, in this respect, the positive points contained in 
the initiative of U.S. President Reagan on the Palestinian question. The 
congress hopes that Egyptian, Arab and international efforts, through 
talks and contacts with the United States, to tackle the observations made 
on this initiative. [sentence as received] 
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The congress, while stressing the importance of achieving Arab solidarity 
in order to cope with the challenges facing the Arab nation, calls for 


ending Arab differences and achieving more coordination and unified stands. 


The congress is proud of Egypt's leading role as a founding member in the 
nonaligned movement and its persistent and persevering efforts to bolster 
this movement and to protect it from deviation and polarization. The con- 
gress supports Egypt's efforts for cooperation with all peace-loving forces 
in the world and with friendly countries in Europe, Asia and Latin America. 
It also supports Egypt's effective role in all international forums and in 
the United Nations. 


On national security, the congress calls for bolstering the police and 
security organs so they will continue to cope with their increasing duties 
to achieve internal security, combat crime and terrorism and achieve 
internal stability and a solid domestic front. The congress also recom- 
mends bolstering the special police organs which combat speculations, 
control prices, prevent tax evasion and combat narcotics. 


In the field of religious affairs, the congress recommends the codification 
of Islamic Shari'a and to begin implementing those Islamic laws which have 
already been codified. [applause] The media, both radio and television, 
must play their role in preaching religious and moral values. Every effort 
must be made to prevent anything contrary to these values. The congress 
also recommends the building of more Islamic colleges in view of the 
importance of preparing scholars in the propagation of Islam. Incentives 
should be provided to encourage students to join these colleges. Immediate 
action should be taken to place mosques under the control of the Awqaf 
Ministry so they will not be venues for propagating false concepts which 
have nothing to de with Islam. 


In the field of programs and principles, the programs and principles com- 
mittee has canvassed opinions on the basic points of the party's ideology; 
foremost the issues of democracy, ownership of means of production, plan- 
ning and social justice. The committee has agreed on the prevailing 
opinion on all these issues. Party members shall participate in preparing 
the final draft of the framework of the party ideology. The drafting of 
the framework will be undertaken by the ideological committee of the NDP. 
The congress recommends that the committee complete the draft as soon as 
possible so it will become a party document expressing the party's 
ideology, which members will uphold, propagate and use as a guideline in 
their various party activities after this ideology has been presented to 
the party's Political Bureau and rank and file. 


In the field of youth welfare, the congress recommends the need to draw up 
a national program responding to youth activities and aspirations and seek- 
ing to exploit creative youth energy. [applause] We should begin by 
exploiting youth energy in a national project in Sinai. This will be a 
suitable beginning to inflame their national spirit. The youth shall be 
united on the national goal of developing Sinai. The objective will be 

to show that the building of Sinai means the building of modern Egypt. 
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The congress recommends that the 5-year plan should include the completion 
of all sports and youth installations, both in Cairo and the provinces, 
the building of bridges of mutual understanding between the party and the 
youth through their positive participation in party activities and the 
continuous dialogue between the party and youth. The youth must be repre- 
sented in the party at all levels. 


In the field of housing, reconstruction and new communities, the congress 
calls for guaranteeing the flow of the necessary funds for reconstruction 
projects. We must improve the production of red bricks by using desert 
clay instead of producing hollow bricks. We must guarantee the necessary 
funds for water projects and sanitation sewerage so they will be completed 
by 1992. We must seek foreign loans for this purpose. We must assign land 
for cooperative housing under easy terms. No permits shall be issued for 
building new industries in greater Cairo and Alexandria. Such industries 
shall be located in the new community centers. 


In the field of industry and mineral resources, the necessary funds shall 
be guaranteed for replacement work and new purchases in existing indus- 


tries. Action shall be taken to expedite the completion of projects now 
under construction. The private sector shall be encouraged to increase 
its participation in the 5-year development plan by reconsidering bank 
interest on development loans, custom duties and intermediary goods, 
machinery and equipment. 


In the field of energy and petroleum, prospecting will continue for oil and 
natural gas. Use of alternative energies will be encouraged. There will 
be expansion on the establishment of government and semigovernment 
corporations in the oil industry. Work shall be expedited to implement 

the nuclear program for generating power and to encourage the use of coal 
instead of oil. Work will continue to control the consumption of energy 

in all its forms. 


In the field of supply and internal trade, a study shall be made on a 
nationwide basis to clearly specify the sectors of the population that 
deserve government subsidy and find the best means to ensure that the 
subsidy reaches the right beneficiaries. Action shall be taken to prevent 
the import of automatic or semiautomatic bakeries. Instead, the government 
will encourage the establishment of local industries for the production of 
semiautomatic bakeries. The idea is to mechanize the production of bread 
so as to cope with the increase in population and the diversified con- 
sumption. 


Action shall be taken to increase the number of distributing centers for 
consumer goods, both wholesale and retail, through the local government 
Organs so as to facilitate matters for the retail merchants and consumers. 


In the field of popular development, all citizens, and the party members in 
particular, are called upon to participate in development projects on the 
basis that they constitute the practical embodiment of the party program 

to achieve a prosperous life for all citizens. Thus, party members will 
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be cooperating with all the national forces and trends for more work and 
more production. 


In view of the great tangible change in the rural societies, which have 
changed from productive societies based on home industries to consumer 
societies--hence the shortage in the production of food and clothing--the 
Egyptian village should be returned to its correct status as a productive 
unit. Therefore, government efforts must be concerned with popular 
development efforts to encourage and extol home industry and set up the 
necessary channels to guarantee the requirements of this industry and to 
benefit from its products locally and internationally. 


In the field of organization and membership affairs, the hard work will 
continue to attract to the party elements which are active and have the 
natural aptitude for leadership. An effort will be made to reassess the 
present leadership standards and inject the leadership structure with 
youthful and trained elements which will work with the present leadership 
to enrich party activities. Work will also continue to prepare and train 
party leaderships through organizational and cultural courses at the 
Center of National Studies. 


In the health and family care field, the congress emphasizes the importance 
of the contribution of local popular and political organizations in the 


basis that health care is paramount to family planning. 


Health insurance is a national objective in Egypt. The congress calls for 
extra efforts to improve the standard of medical treatment in government 
and private clinics so as to attain an acceptable standard. The government 
should provide guidance to private clinics. The government will continue 
to subsidize essential medicines to make them available to citizens at 
reasonable prices. 


In the field of social affairs and insurances, the congress recommends 
expansion on the projects of productive families, vocational centers, 
kindergartens, children's clubs and those providing services to old people 
and the retarded. The congress also recommends expansion of programs for 
women's welfare in the cities and the rural areas. Furthermore, the con- 
gress recommends the exertion of more efforts to complete the project of 
complete social insurance by improving the performance and expanding the 
insurance units and payment centers so as to eliminate all problems facing 
the application of the social insurance. [applause and cheers] 


In the field of education and scientific research, the congress stresses 
the main bases of the education and scientific research policy. As out- 
lined in the 5-year plan, education is the right of all citizens and one 

of the basic services. Efforts shall be exerted to promote this service 

so as to cover all cultural, social, economic and national fields. Efforts 
will also be exerted to increase the number of children in schools so com- 
pulsory education covers 96 percent of children by the end of the 5-year 
plan. All children who have successfully completed the sixth class in 

the elementary schools must be accepted in the first class of the 
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preparatory schools so compulsory education will be expanded to cover 9 
years of schooling. Efforts will also be exerted to expand on technical 
education, especially industrial education, and link this to the demand 
for technically skilled manpower. There will also be expansion in the 
technical colleges which provide 2-year courses and support will be given 
to universities in the cities and the rural areas. Furthermore, a balanced 
and integrated chart for the policies of higher and university education 
shall be prepared indicating the society's needs for different skills in 
different environments. This chart will play a major role in researches 
in the service of society with the backing of the school of higher 
national studies. 


In the field of combating illiteracy, it is stressed that this refers to 
illiteracy in its broadest meaning; that is wiping out illiteracy in read- 
ing and writing as well as in cultural, social, vocational and national 
affairs. The combating of illiteracy is a national political responsi- 
bility, which must be assumed by the ministries, the local government 
centers, the political party, public institutions, unions, societies and 
employers in accordance with a national program drawn up by the Higher 
Council for Adult Education which was formed under the amended law on 
illiteracy and adult education. 


In the field of culture, it is essential to maintain and repair antiquities, 
especially those visited by tourists. These antiquities must be presented 
in a respectable manner. 


Child education: It has been decided to increase the number of theaters 
Staging plays for children. They should be provided with simple plays 
which teach respect for values, courage, morals, honesty and so forth. 


The arts: It has been decided to improve the standard of movies presented 
to the citizens and to contribute to those which serve national issues and 
to discard the bad movies. 


Books: It has been decided to encourage young writers by publishing their 
works and creating incentives for them. It has also been decided to pay 
closer attention to books dealing with national heritage and Islamic and 
Coptic studies. 


In the field of the working forces, it has been decided to set precise 
standards for performance in accordance with a precise system, linking 
wages to production. This is to be achieved by: 1) Establishing a continu- 
ous relationship between production, wages and prices. 2) Fixing a minimum 
level for wages so the Egyptian can enjoy a respectable life. The increase 
in wages shall be commensurate with the improvement in performance. This 
can be done by establishing an independent higher council for wages and 
prices whose task shall be to formulate the policy of linking wages to 
production. [applause] There will be control over the policy of employ- 
ing university graduates to make sure that university graduates get pro- 
ductive jobs, not just any job. A new policy will also be introduced in 
the employment of university graduates so that such graduates undergo some 
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training before joining their jobs. The various government ministries, 
the people's working forces and the recruitment department shall cooperate 


in this. 


In the field of transport and communications, extra efforts will be made 

to back the potential of the departments in charge of road maintenance and 
repairs to cope with the enormous increase in the number of vehicles and to 
preserve the road network, which is a special national resource, especially 
after this road network has been augmented by permitting the use of the 
military road network for civilian purposes. Efforts shall be exerted to 
bolster the companies engaged in building and maintaining roads. Special 
attention will be given to protective maintenance. Efforts will also be 
exerted to improve the standard of service in the telecommunications fields 
following the increase in telephone, telex and telegraphic lines. The 
government will continue to bolster the Egyptian merchant marine, whether 
its ships are owned by the government, individuals or companies. The 
government will also bolster Egyptair by purchasing long haul airliners, 
especially since many countries have preceded Egyptair in this field. 
Furthermore, the government will bolster the Suez Canal Authority's 
projects, especially those which prove economically feasible, so as to 
preserve this vital source of foreign currency. 








In the field of local government, the local government committee recommends 
to the congress that it allocate the necessary funds for public utilities 
in greater Cairo, where there is an urgent need to renew the various net- 
works, especially sewerage, water and electricity. The committee also 
recommends continuation with the program to electrify the countryside. 
Furthermore, the committee recommends to the congress the need to examine 
the phenomenon of the increasing exodus from the countryside to Cairo and 
the other major cities, especially since the population explosion in the 
cities is the cause of many probiems of economic and social development. 
The committee recommends to the congress the need to take all the neces- 
Sary measures to preserve government estates and to regain those estates 
which have been illegally seized and to use them in housing projects 
carried out by the provincial governments. The committee recommends to the 
congress to back housing cooperative societies, to encourage the private 
sector in the building of economic homes, to afford loans to individuals 
and private sectors at a small interest and to facilitate the provision of 
building materials for the provinces. 


In the field of agriculture, irrigation, food security and land reclamation, 
the congress calls for the need to stress the mechanization of agriculture 
and the establishment of companies or cooperative societies to provide 
services in mechanized agriculture, provided all this is linked to a plan 

to purchase the machinery, guarantee spare parts and train the necessary 
technical cadres. 


The congress also calls for expediting the work of registering agrarian 
reform lands, whose ownership has been turned over to the peasants. 

Agrarian reform must also enter a new and a more advanced phase to improve 
production. There should be special emphasis on increasing local production 
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of meat, poultry and fish, so that such items may be imported only when 
there is a shortage in local production. It is essential to further 

improve all stages of poultry farming; from producing chicks to distributing 
poultry meat to the consumer, fodder industry, slaughterhouses, cold 
storages and distribution centers. The policy of distributing fodder to 
chicken farmers will be revised. It is essential to follow the method of 
establishing agro-industrial societies, especially in the newly reclaimed 
lands, provided the necessary utilities are ensured for these new communi- 
ties. 


The role of the agricultural cooperatives must be enhanced in the country- 
side. These productive agricultural cooperatives should be linked to the 
consumer cooperatives, and the cooperative marketing of produce must be 
improved. It is essential to attain horizontal expansion by at least 
150,000 feddans a year. The government will undertake the task of carry- 
ing out the basic work and provision of public utilities for the reclaimed 
areas. The private, cooperative and mixed sectors shall be encouraged to 
participate in land reclamation. 


Efforts will be exerted, within the ‘framework of a nationwide program, to 
eliminate the sources of pollution to the River Nile and the canals. 
Efforts will also be exerted to cleanse the River Nile and the installa- 
tions established on it. Special attention will be paid to canals by 
mechanizing the work of cleaning and weeding out these canals. 


In the information field, work will continue to expand the television 
transmission of the first channel and make the second channel available 

to all parts of the republic. The necessary steps will be taken to solve 
the problems of the television transmission, especially in the country 
areas. Radio and television programs will be improved so as to enrich the 
cultural background of the Egyptian citizens. These media will be used 

in expressing the masses' demands and in presenting public issues for open 
discussion so all viewpoints will be expressed on topics of national 
action. 


Now, members of the congress, I am pleased and honored to present to you 


the president of the republic, the president of the NDP, President Muhammad 
Husni Mubarak. 


cso: 4500/3111 


26 














EGYPT 


EDITORIAL ON CAIRO'S PROPOSED METRO 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 14 Sep 82 p 3 


[Editorial ] 





[Text ] ALMOST any new scheme to ease Cairo’s traf- 
fic tangle must receive the public’s whole hearted 
support. Almost anv relief in the 9 to 5 snarl might 
be cheered as a break through, even if it means no 

’ more than transferring the chaos temporarily from 
cne end of town to the other by a devious redistribu- 
tion of one-way streets. We have lost all hope of real 
prezgress, so almost anything will satisfy us. Almost 
anvthing other than a transfer of street-level chaos 
forty metres underground. 

It is not our intention here to take on the team 
of engineers who disappeared beneath Tahrir Square 
three months ago in an argument about the mech. 
anics of the Cairo Metro. We would doubtless lose, 
without gaining much reassurance against those va- 
gue tears of a coming disaster. We would neverthe- 
Jess be greatly relieved to be convinced, in the sim- 
pleat possible terms, that central Cairo will not col- 
lapse in the digging process, that the underground 
tunnels will not suddenly drown when the Nile 
springs a leak, and that the excavators will not 
inadvertently mw down a knot of telephone and 
electricity cables, or water and sewerage pipes, on 
the way from Tahrir to Sayeda Zeinab. 

These preoccupations, and they are presented 
in all sincerity, arise not so mush from specific ru- 
mours as common or garden doubts about Cairo’s 
ability to absorb another hole in the ground without 
Something giving way. We believe they reflect, 
broadly, the ignorant publie’s queries about the 
scheme — and the public, including ourselves, has 
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4500 /306 


been left in near total ignorance about what is going 
on underneath the capital. 


And that is not all. Supposing, just supposing, 
the subway does finally materialise, new questions 
present themselves. Presumably the Metro network 
is to be air-conditioned, or at least aired, a process 
requiring vast quantities of electricity. Given that 
a televised League match between National and 
Zamalek soccer teams can cause power blackouts 
across the country, what guarantee will Metro com- 
muters have that they will not be obliged to hold 
their breaths for the entire under-city trip? Will 
the doors be closed or open ? Will the train move 
only when the doors are sealed and, if so, can this 
system be outwitted by some such enterprise as 
sticking a twig in a hinge ? 

Lest the authorities suspect that we are expres- 
sing only our own nit-picking fears, we include here 
a point raised some months ago by a reader and pu- 
blished on the Letters page. What, he asks, will hap- 
pen when some desperate commuter relieves himself 
on the electric rail and short circuits the system — 
or worse ? 

Will passengers ride on the roof so as not to 
pay ? Will scores of thousands bake underground 
one June afternoon when the train gets stuck in a 
tunnel ? 

None of these fundamental questions have been 
answered, let a lone the more sophisticated inquiries 
that would present themselves to a scientific mind. 
Surely it were better to explain now than to end up 
20 years hence with an expensive labyrinth the pu- 
blic refuses to use. For who would choose to be 
buried live beneath the metropolis when he can take 
his chances with death in broad daylight ? 
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SYRIA HOPES FOR SADDAM'S IMMINENT FALL 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text ] TEHRAN (IRNA) — The Syrian 
Minister of Information and 
President Hafez Assad‘s Special 
Envoy to Tehran, Ahmad Iskan- 
der Ahmad, left here for Dam- 
ascus yesterday morning. The 
Syrian minister and his delega- 
tion were seen off at Mehrabad 
Airport by a number of top— 
ranking Iranian officials. 

During his two-day stay in 
Tehran, Iskander Ahmad pre- 
sented a message from the Sy- 
rian leader Assad to President 
Ali Khamenei. The message 
was mainly focussed on the res- 
ults of the Fez conference in 
Morocco, the situation in the 
region and the Middle East, 
and also Syria’s stance on latest 
developments in Lebanon. 

The Syrian envoy also met 
and conferred with Majlis Spea- 
ker Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani on Monday afternoon. 

The Syrian minister said 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran 
is the most important event 
during the second half of the 
20th century. 

Talking to the press before 
his departure he said that dur- 
ing the Fez summit Syria stress- 
ed that the Islamic Revolution 
was a sparkle which removed 
the darkness of the era of the 
deposed shah and his allies. 

When the Iraqi imposed 
war on Iran was discussed at 
the summit, Syna emphasized 
that the Islamic Revolution 
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was a fried of the Arabs, a 
progressive and popular revolu- 
tion which could inspire the 
islamic world, the Syrian min- 
ister noted. 

Iskander Ahmad reiterated 
Syria's decisive support for the 
Islamic Revolution of Iran in 
confronting all internal and ex- 
ternal conspiracies and stressed 
that his country sought further 
strengthening of overall rela- 
tions between the two states. 

Asked on reports about 
Moroccan King Hassan’s lunch- 
eon also participated by Sadd- 
am Hussein and President Assad, 
and that the two heads would 
meet soon, the Syrian envoy 
said that no political meeting 
was held between President 
Assad and Saddam, rejecting all 
reports in this connection. 

Injuries Syria was suffering 
as a result of sabotage commit- 
ted by Iraqi agents were too 
detp which needed a long time 
to be cured, Iskander Ahmad 
said. 

He said that Syria was in 
confrontation with Iraq, hop- 
ing that the Iraqi regime would 
be overthrown soon. 

Asked if the Fez confer- 
ence had implicitly recognized 
the Zionist regime, Iskander 
Ahmad said that thé conference 


_had called on the United 


Nations to maintain security of 


.the states in the region which 


did not mean recognition of 
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the Zionist regime. 

Whether the Fez con“eren- 
ce would affect the Steadfast-. 
ness Front, the Syrian minister 
said that there was no dispute 
among members of the front 
and. that theirs stances were co- 
ordinated to an extensive level. 


Asked what was Syria’s 
attitude towards the Libyan 
President Colonel Moammar 
Qadhafi’s statements describ- 
ing the decisions of the Fez 
conference as a treason, Iskan- 
der Ahmad stressed that Col. 
Qadhafi could express what he 
believed. But, he added, Syria 
did not believe that the confe- 
rence’s decisions were treason, 
although it was not fully satis- 
fied with its provisions and ob- 
in reply to a question that 
Syrian press referred to the 
outcome of the Fez conference 
as outstandingly successful 
while Syrian officials expressed 
dissatisfaction over it, the 
Syrian envoy said that the 
press in his country had referred 
to the resolution of the confe- 
rence as a positive step which, 
if implemented sincerely by 
Arab rulers, would create a 
positive evolution. 

On the withdrawal of Sy- 
rian forces from Lebanon, I[s- 
kander Ahmad said that as long 
as the Zionist forces continued 
occupation of Lebanese terri- 
tory, Syrian forces would con- 
tinue its defense of Lebanese 
and Palestinien brethren. 
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RESULTS OF FEZ CONFERENCE DENOUNCED 
Arab Capitulation 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 13 Sep 82 p 2 


[Editorial by Abdullah] 





[Text ] The Arab capitulation at Fez is now several days old and 
nothing has changed vis-a-vis the Zionist threats against the 
world of Islam. If anything new has developed it ts the 


increased confidence of Begin and friends that their Arab 
adversaries are no match for Zionist determination. Further 


aggression from Tel Aviv is a certainty. 


Judging from the volume of self-congratulations and mutual 
back slapping currently underway amongst the majority of the 
Arab world’s leaders, it is clear they are content with achieving 
zero These men have mistaken talking to themselves amidst 
palatal surrounding for confronting objective reality. 


With the exception of Libya and South Yemen the collective 
Arab leadership has “succeeded” in formulating a document 
that recognizes Israel's right to exist in peace and security This 
of course ts in return for certain concessions, including the return 
of Jerusalem to Arab hands, that the Zionist entity is not about 
to grant. Clearly Israel had been enjoying both peace and 
security for many years before Fez. 





Begin realizes that given the persuasion of the majority of 
Arab rulers today the existence and security of Israel is not in 
question. What he has not yet let be known is when Tel Aviv 
will formally annex those lands the Arab League has asked the 
Security Council and America to retum to Arab sovereignty. 
Rest assured that this knowledge will be soon forthcoming. 


With the Fez resolutions depending so heavily on United 
Nation Security Council action and American good will the 
Arab League summiteers have given a bizarre twist to an old 
adage and produced a formula that describes precisely their 
collective political practice i.e. “feeding the hand that bites 


99 


you”. 


The entrustment of Muslim Arab rights to Washington and 
the Security Council is a mixture of Arab political idiocy and 
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Sent. Ge be & the Middle East and 

An analysis of the relations extant between Washington and 
Tel Aviv makes it quite clear that Israel is the leading and 
influential party. Zionism’s designs hold sway on Capitol Hill 
while the Knesset has‘long been a forum for throwing darts and 
invective at whatever goy head might temporarily be occupying 
the White House. Gulltver is alive and prosmage po Sionten at 
1600 Pennsyloania Avenue. Tel Aviv's Lilliputians ave keenly 
cognizant of this, a Se 

As for the Unused Nations Security “Cosmet; -lerael has 
alwaye-weated: its resolutions and anti-Tel Aviv strictuses:as 
carte-blanche for cultural; pokncal and muluary éapansiin’in 

Consult a 1948 map of Israel. Compare these borders with 
those subsequent to each Arab Israeli war (including the last 
one in Lebanon). Then aheck all the dates of the UN's. 
emanate areata easiness 
0, ) 


With the Security Council being tapped as a major guarantor 
of the Fez conferees decisions, Begin is quite sausfied over this 
latest show of Arab resolve. 

As for the Arab leaders, certainly questionable behaviur was 
exhibited by more than just the fradinonal clients of the Untied 
States. . 


Yasser Arafat on his part again made it clear that by wearing 
so many different hats it becomes quite impossible to have faith 
that the path he has choosen is a correct one. Kissing and 
pawing Fahd in public at Fez and then speaking after that of 
jthad, securing God's blessings and praying in Batt-ul-Maqdis 
is @ set of contradictions. 


Abu Ammar will be a genuine danger to the Zionist regime 
when he discards pan-Arabism in favor of pan-Islam. Unul 
then he will remain a very clever politcal wheeler-dealer who 
unfortunately has discarded his biggest weapon for the hollow 
support of Arab leaders who have constantly betrayed the 
Palesnnian cause. 


Here we offer our congratulanons to Muammar Qaddafi who 
had the good sense not come to Fez and roundly rebuke all the 
decisions taken there Hopefully he will now became more 
attentive to pracncally confronung the Zionist entuty by mar- 
Shalling Islawuc forces in the Arab and Muslim world. 

This wriers humble advice to the esteemed Libyan leader is 
that now is the time to forego the pan-Arabism and his own 
personal brand of quixotic struggle that has isolated him and 
severely crimped his potenhal as a genuine Musum leader. 
Muammar should now that there are outstanding elements in 
the Islamic world waiung for such a day 


Sull.. despite the Arabs. quite obviously, the Israeli pro- 
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nouncemenis regarding the future of what they refer to as Judea 
and Samanta (the. occupied West’ Bank) will have greater 
impaci on coming evenis in the Middle East than the conference 
Of quislings ai Fez 

In the media bitiz following this latest show of Arab 
“solidanty" most people hardly notuced that the Zionist enuty 
has announced 1 will soon assume control of water resources in 
the occupied West Bank. 


No less a land grabber than Ariel Sharon stated two years ago 
that by the year 2000 Israel as it exists today will not be able to 
meet its water needs by some 200 million cubic meters annually. 
He also let i be knawn that already two thirds of the water 
consumed in Israel comes from the West Bank and the Golan 
Heights. : 

Don't think for a minute that plans are not well underway in 
Tel Aviv to formerly annex more land in Syna, Jordan and 
Lebanon to secure this thirsty nation’s needs. 

The Fez summit is finished. lt was born dead. Begin and 
friends are just beginning. 


Shocking News 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 14 Sep 82 p 2 


[Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


The news from Fez was so distressing that no Muslim 
can be indifferent to it. In any part of the world where 
there is a clean conscience, whether Muslim or non- 
Muslim the news of the Fez conference was _ shocking. 

Prabably the global news media will not reveal ta-she. 
people of the world of what went on behind closed doors at 
the Fez conference. However there is no doubt that the 
truth will not stay in the dark forever. The important 
decision the Arab heads of state took can be summarized 
in these major parts: 

a — The guarantee for the security of Zionists and 
recognition of Israel by the Arab states. 

b — The exit of Arab deterrent forces from Lebanon 
which are of course Syrian. Thus Syria has been asked to 
refrain from encountering Israel. This effectively leaves 
the Zionists and Phalangists alone in Lebanon. 

c — The all-out support of the Arab countries to the 
Ba‘athist regime of Iraq and their endeaver to protect 
Saddam. 

In the light of these Arab decisions taken in Fez certain 
points need to be stressed. 

Only the president of South Yemen opposed the confer- 
ence decisions and left Morocco in protest. 

Algeria’s participation does equal support because it 
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participated only at the foreign ministerial level. Algeria's 
stand regarding the decisions of the Arab heads of state 
cannot be taken as a compromising attitude. 

On the other hand Libya with its boycott of the 
conference had declared its open opposition. 

Apparently, the PLO did not oppose the Fez conference 
and Yasser Arafat declared his general agreement. 

In this regard Syria’s stand is not yet clear. Hafez 
Assad, the president of Syria attended the Fez conference 
and until now no news of his adamance against or 
approval of the conference decisions has been received. 
bo ce it is perhaps too early to comment on Syria's 


eo | three-hour meeting between Hafez Assed and 
Saddam in Fez is a subject that should be considered in 
the analysis of Syria’s position regarding the conference 
decisions, even though Radio Syria has announced they 
have not reached any agreement and the meting took 
place at King Fahd's insistence. 

Thus it is not yei known whether the Steadfatness Front 
can henceforth maintain its unity. 

If the U.S. has succeeded in creating a rupture in the 
Steadfastness Front and managed to pull some of its 
members towards the compromising Arab elements, it has 
achieved a great victory and delivered a big blow to 
Palestinian ideals. 

Saddam's participation in the Fez conference and his 
confirmation of the conference decisions proves his attach- 
ment to the Zionist regime. Saddam cannot deny his 
alliance with the Zionists even though he may forge 
documents to show that Iran has purchased arms from 
Israel. 

The indifferent attitude of the USSR regarding the 
recent Middle East incidents, especially the Fez confer- 
ence decisions, reveals behind the scene political agree- 
ments between the U.S. and the USSR. 

The Arab heads of state did not show any reaction 
towards the Soviet Union’s aggression against the 
defenseless people of Afghanistan. Saddam, whose clean 
and open agression against Islamic Iran was backed by 
the U.S. and the USSR, was also backed by the Arab 
heads of state. 

The decision of the Arab heads of state to support 
Saddam even though it reveals their anti-Islamic nature, 
will have no effect on Iran-Iraq war. 

During the two years of the war, despite these countries’ 
economic, political and military support of Saddam, the 
war has turned in favor of Iran. This conference's 
resolutions will not help Saddam in any way. 

A decision might have been taken by the Arab heads of 
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state to help Saddam in paying war compensation to Iran. 
If this is so then it should be said that this decision was the 
only positive decision of the Arab heads of stace in Fez. 
Will the Arab heads of state be able to continue their 
treacherous plans and belittle the prestige and honor of the 
Muslims and offer their lands and their resourees to their 
enemies? Can the Fez conference be considered a success 
for the U.S. and Israel? | 

Fez will be a turning point for the Arab and Muslim 
peoples’ struggle against global implerialism and Zionism 
in the region and the proliferation of Islamic governments. 


35 














ISRAEL 


PEACE MOVEMENT'S FRIEDLANDER ANALYZES CURRENT ISSUES 
Paris LE MATIN in French 9 Aug 82 p 12 


[Interview with Saul Friedlander, leader of Peace Now, by Maurice Szafran, in 
Jerusalem on 7 August 1982) 


(Text] Saul Friedlander, a historian with a worldwide repu- 
tation, is also a leader of the Peace Now movement, which 
constitutes the most radical opposition to the policy being 
pursued by Menachem Begin in Lebanon and the occupied terri- 
tories of Gaza and the West Bank. Long close to the Labor 
Party, Saul Friedlander asserts that the collapse of the 
Opposition is a "tragedy" for Israeli society. 


On Saturday evening in Jerusalem, he explained to our special 
correspondent why Israel would carry its undertaking in Beirut 
through to the end, why the West Bank issue depends on the 
aftermath of the Lebanon affair, and why the Jewish state is 
in danger of "authoritarianism." Men like Saul Friedlander 
are currently isolated in their country. 


LE MATIN: The Israeli Army is on the point of completing its job. In your 
Opinion, will Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Ariel Sharon, his minister of 
defense, order the army to go all the way? 


Saul Friedlander: Yes, it is almost certain. At this point, Begin and Sharon 
have gone so far that they cannot flinch from the final step. Especially since 
they see only military and political benefits to be gained from it. This war 

in Lebanon had basically three objectives. First, to recreate a strong Leba- 
non. Let us say it straight out: a Lebanon dominated by the Christians. Sec- 
ond, to smash, perhaps for good, the PLO's military potential. Third, and 

most important, to shatter the Palestinian nationalist organization. In that 
way, with the PLO being liquidated politically, nothing would stand in the way 
of the Israeli nation's expansion on the West Bank. First there will be au- 
tonomy, and then, inevitably, annexation. That is the main goal of the war in 
Lebanon: to wipe out the Palestinian nationalist mortgage that weighs on the 
West Bank. Just consider that over half the population supports the government. 
Polls indicate that Becin's and Sharon's popularity is rising as the operation 
continues. If there were elections today, the Likud--the government coalition-- 
would win hands down. 
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“estion] And you don't believe that there will be any obstruction by the 
icans? 


[Answer] The Americans? I don't think they are unhappy at all, even if they 
are protesting. Theirs is a strategic anger and nothing more. For once I be- 
lieve in the correctness of the Israeli Government's theses. Despite a few 
disagreements, the American and Israeli objectives are the same: to make the 
PLO leave Beirut. 


[Question] I have nevertheless gotten the impression that part of the Israeli 
population is beginning to be alarmed by the extent of the Israeli Army's cas- 
ualties. 


[Answer] It is true that that could present an obstacle. On Tuesday night 
alone, there were 18 dead and 70 wounded, and that shocked the country. There 
is also another real fear, which is that a sizable number of civilians in West 
Beirut will be killed. And regardless of what one might say about Begin and 
Sharon, they are not indifferent to that double aspect. But they are not the 
kind to draw back, and in the days to come, the process will continue to its 
conclusion. One way or another. 


[Question] People here in Jerusalem like to talk about dissension and disagree- 
ments that show up between Menachem Begin and Ariel Sharon. Do you really be- 
lieve that they exist? 


[Answer] To begin with, it must be realized that without Begin, Sharon is 
nothing. He has no political party behind him, and in Israeli political life, 
that is a decisive factor. Sharon is a kind of bulldozer who has asserted him- 
self on the strength of his personality and his extremist attitudes. Neither 
should it be forgotten that he is detested within the Herut, Begin's party. 

He is regarded as an import. With one slight difference, and it is an impor- 
tant one. In the nationalist camp, there is admiration for two people: Begin 
and Sharon. In case of an election, Sharon will be a formidable asset. Begin 
will need him. | | 


[Question] But do they agree on objectives? 


[Answer] I have the impression that in the long run, they want the same thing: 
annexation of the West Bank. It may be that Begin is the mystic and that 
Sharon is defending similar positions for political and strategic reasons that 
are apparently more concrete. But let us not be deceived. While it may seem 
that Sharon is the more pragmatic of the two, he is ready to defend the most 
brazen and craziest theses. When he talks about remaking the map of the Middle 
East, he believes it. He has an extraordinary army, and he knows it. There is 
an absolute disproportion in strength between the Tsahal and all its potential 
opponents in the Middle East, united or not. If he is able, Sharon will not 
let the opportunity slip. 


[Question] What opportunity? 


[Answer] The opportunity to liquidate the Syrian military force. To cause 
chaos in Jordan and thus facilitate annexation of the West Bank by creating a 
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Palestinian state in place of the Hashemite Kingdom. Sharon is also capable 
of threatening Saudi Arabia if the occasion presents itself. I repeat: Begin 
is the mystic, but he is nevertheless the most cautious. Begin the mystic 
reins in Sharon the realist, rather than the other way around. 


[Question] Don't people in Israel wonder about the apparent political success 
won by the PLO since the start of the conflict? Hasn't the Palestinian orga- 
nization seen its international political audience grow considerably? 


[Answer] That is indeed the paradox. The Lebanon affair will probably put an 
end to the PLO as an organization and a military power. But Begin's policy 

has had the effect of putting the spotlight on the PLO as the political expres- 
Sion of Palestinian nationalism. And it is very possible that there will be 

an extraordinary boomerang effect. Perhaps as a result of the Beirut operation, 
Begin and Sharon will find themselves facing extremely strong pressure demand- 
ing recognition of Palestinian national existence. And if so, what appears in 
the short term to be a victory would, in the medium term, result in a political 
impasse. 


[Question] Let us imagine for a moment that Yasir Arafat has stated officially 
and publicly that he recognizes the State of Israel and that he favors the es- 
tablishment of a Palestinian state next door to the Jewish state. How would 
Begin react? Would that create a shock within the country? 


[Answer] Begin recently told an American senator from Massachusetts who had 
asked him the same question: "We will never have discussions with Arafat and 
the PLO, regardless of their statements." Let us be unambiguous: this govern- 
ment rejects all possibility of negotiation with the Palestinian nationalists. 


As for the population, I no longer think it can be upset by such a gesture from 
Arafat. It will have the feeling that he had to do it because he was beaten, 
driven away, and eliminated. And the Israeli Government will have no diffi- 
culty in demonstrating the truth of that. On the other hand, if new Palestin- 
ian leadership emerges in coming months, then there is a possibility. But the 
Israelis would be reluctant in any case to accept a gesture from a pursued and 
vanquished Arafat. 


[Question] In that ultranationalist context, what is the significance of the 
80,000 demonstrators from the Peace Now movement who recently gathered in Tel 
Aviv? 


[Answer] They are saving the country's honor. They show that there is a dif- 
ferent Israel--people who want something else. Let us have no illusions. 

That demonstration represented our best shot. In electoral terms, it repre- 
sents four or five seats in Parliament at most: about 30 percent of the popula- 
tion opposes the policy being pursued by Begin. We cannot get rid of them 
completely, but all the same.... 


{(Guestion] You are not even mentioning the Labor Party. Doesn't it have any 
alternative to offer? 
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[Answer] Faced with the government's policy with respect to the Arabs on the 
West Bank and in Lebanon, the Labor Party is incapable of presenting different 
and coherent proposals. On all those points, it is obliged to follow Likud, 
the coalition in power, so as not to lose its nationalist voters. It is not 
by chance that some people have nicknamed the Labor Party "Likud B." All of 
that is easy to explain. It is a divided party in which personal quarrels hold 
center stage. The party presents the image of being knocked out. And as far 
as the war in Lebanon is concerned, some of itsS own internal groups are more 
vehement than Begin himself. Shimon Peres, the Labor leader, is an acrobat. 
He has no strength and is a tightrope walker who is trying, for better or for 
worse, to keep his party together. 


[Question] Don't you have the feeling that you are at a turning point from 
which Israel will emerge to become increasingly chauvinistic and nationalistic 
and less and less liberal and open? 


[Answer] This is certainly a turning point in the history of Israel. The mod- 
eration desired and imposed by the various Labor governments has disappeared. 
Over the past year, the real Begin has been revealed. Until 1981, on the eve 

of his reelection, he stuck to a prudent and reserved attitude, the reason 

being that he was not sure of staying in office. The previous governments 

had done everything to keep Israeli society open and liberal. They had checked 
any nationalist extremism that might have existed within Zionism. To begin 
with--from 1977 to 1981--Begin had more or less followed that same line. But 
then the certainty of his reelection gave him formidable assurance. He decided 
to attack the French nuclear reactors in Iraq. He tried to settle the conflicts 
on the West Bank with bulldozers. He placed "his" men everywhere. He tried to 
restrict the freedom of radio and television reporters. And lastly, he launched 
the war in Lebanon. 





The result is that some people are not hesitating now to talk about the begin- 
nings of fascism. Why? What we are seeing in Israel today is a real cult of 
personality. Begin is a charismatic leader--a demagogue who plays On the most 
Simplistic themes. We are also experiencing the growing use of brute force by 
both the police and the army. Soon, perhaps, we will get our heads bashed in 
on the streets for being too open in our opposition to the official line. And 
all of that in the name of an extremist nationalist mystique with a strong 
smell of fascism: the celebration of and permanent recourse to soil and blood. 
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ISRAEL 


YOSI SARID ANALYZES LEBANON AFTERMATH 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 24 Aug 82 p 6 


{Interview with Yosi Sarid, Labor Party member of the Knesset, by Francoise 
Germain-Robin, in Tel Aviv in August 1982] 


[Text] Tel Aviv, 23 Aug--Yosi Sarid occupies a special place 
in Israel's Labor Party and one that is very often uncomfort- 
able because of his stands on the war in Lebanon and the Pal- 
eStinian issue. He is one of the rare leaders of the Labor 
Party to have clearly stated his support for the Palestinian 
people's right of self-determination and to have clearly op- 
posed the invasion of Lebanon. Yosi Sarid agreed to answer 
L'HUMANITE's questions on the consequences of the war being 
carried on in Lebanon by Israel and on the current situation 
in Israel. 


Francoise Germain-Robin: Now that the Palestinian fighters have just begun to 
leave Beirut, how do you analyze this war and what, in your Opinion, will be 
its consequences? 


Yosi Sarid: Unfortunately, I am afraid that this war is not over. The Israeli 
Government still has objectives that it has not fully achieved in Lebanon. The 
first of those is the establishment of a new order--a new government--in Leba- 
non, and unfortunately, we are very deeply involved in that process through 

Our military presence. 





Another objective is the expulsion of all Syrians and all Palestinian fighters 
from Lebanon. And there are still Syrian soldiers and PLO members around 
Tripoli in the north and in the Bekaa Valley in the east. I do not believe 
they will leave Lebanon voluntarily. The Israeli Government has committed it- 
self to making all of them leave, and experience shows that if it does not 
succeed by political means, it will not hesitate to use the other--military~-- 
means. That is the main reason why I am very concerned. The two armies-- 
Israeli and Syrian--are very dangerously close to each other. Every day we 
hear of an increaSing number of incidents, and I am afraid that the danger of 
another war in Lebanon is very close. 


(Question] But Prime Minister Begin has just announced a long period of peace 
for Israel. 
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(Answer] The facts are more important than anything Begin might say, and un- 
fortunately, there is a strong chance that the war will continue. 


I think that the main task today for the Labor Party, which has not played a 
very clear role in the past, is to try to stop the government. It must say 
openly and firmly that the war is over, that its objectives are not of vital 
interest to Israel, that not one more soldier is to die in Lebanon, that 
Israeli forces must withdraw from Lebanon, and that the government must do 
everything possible to insure peace. 


[Question] What do you think must be done to insure peace? 


[Answer] We have mentioned Lebanon, where Israel has no business being. Now 
it is necessary to talk about the Palestinian problem, which is at the heart 
of everything. I was almost surprised to realize that according to a recent 
poll, most Israelis do not think that the recent events in Lebanon are likely 
to solve the Palestinian problem. My personal position is well known and has 
been for many years. I Said well before the war that Israel should recognize 
the Palestinian people's right of self-determination and that Israel should 
negotiate with all Palestinians who accept the existence of Israel, including 
the PLO if the PLO accepts that principle. I have not changed my opinion since 
the war--quite the contrary--and I hope that in the near future the Israelis 
will meet more and more Palestinians on the basis of mutual and simultaneous 
recognition. 


[Question] Are you yourself prepared to meet with Yasir Arafat? 


[Answer] I said a year ago that I was prepared to meet any Palestinian, in- 
Cluding Chairman Arafat, if that meeting would be based on mutual recognition. 
I was very Sharply attacked for that in Israel, even within my own party. I 
am prepared to meet with Yasir Arafat, but on condition that the meeting serve 
a useful purpose. It is said that he is now going to Tunisia. Well, if there 
is reason to believe that Yasir Arafat is prepared to accept peaceful coexist- 
ence between a Palestinian state and a Jewish state, I can asSSure you that it 
won't take me 5 minutes to get my bags and leave for Tunis or anywhere else to 
talk to him. I hope it will be possible in the near future. 


[Question] Your party said on Wednesday that the time had come for a bold 
initiative to solve the Palestinian problem. What does that involve? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, the majority in my party approved the Jordanian option. 
[Editor's note: This refers to the creation of a Palestinian state in Jordan, 

a solution also advocated by Begin's Likud, the only difference being that the 
Labor Party would agree to include a portion of the occupied land on the West 
Bank of the Jordan River.) I don't believe that such a solution is acceptable 
either to the Palestinians or to the Arab world as a whole. There are three 
solutions: the Likud's, the Labor Party's, and the third, which I mentioned 

to you just a moment ago. If I thought it would threaten Israel's security, I 
would not have proposed it. But I feel, on the contrary, that a gradual ar- 
rangement on the West Bank leading to the creation of a Palestinian state would 
guarantee Israel's vital interests and involve the fewest risks. We have shown 
that we are strong enough to take a few risks. 
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{Question} In your opinion, what consequences will the war have for Israeli 
political life? 


[Answer] I think that in the future, more and more Israelis are going to real- 
ize that the war has not solved the Palestinian problem. The Palestinian prob- 
lem has been seen throughout the world as a crucial one. Never has it exploded 
so brutally. In Israel itself, many people feel that it must be solved now. 
Perhaps, paradoxically, Begin and Sharon will someday be regarded as the 
founders of the Palestinian state. 


As far as the consequences for Israeli political life are concerned, I believe 
it is still too soon to see them. Most people today are thoroughly confused, 
and it will take them a long time to understand and analyze what has happened. 
But our society has suffered a very violent shock whose effects will remain 
for a long time. For the first time, the unity between the population and the 
army in wartime has been broken. A real crime against our society has been 
committed by undertaking a controversial war, because our strength lies in our 
unity. This war has shattered the unity cf Israeli society. 
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MOROCCO 
DEVELOPMENT OF MOUNTAIN RURAL ECONOMY EXAMINED 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 31 Aug 82 p 7 
[Article by Larbi Douliazane: "Promoting the Moroccan Mountains and 


Developing the Life and Rural Mountain Economy"] 


[Excerpt] In all the mountainous regions of Europe where Alpine sciences 
and techniques were created, it is now acknowledged that the rural 
mountain economy cannot achieve a balance and thus, keep at home 
adolescents drawn to the cities because of the constant influence of the 
media if it only modernizes and expands its traditional agricultural 
activities (farming, breeding, forestry) and handicrafts and produces 
more sophisticated products (bee keeping, tree planting, etc). 


This balance is not always achieved by adding small family, food- 
producing industries (canneries, dairies and cheese production, etc) 

or industrial subcontracting (making spare and small parts and component 
assembly, etc) to these traditional activities. Yet this second stage 
of rural endeavor requires energy (mainly electric energy which small 
hydraulic power plants can easily supply in the mountains). 


Only mountain tourism (in the high or medium-range mountains, in the 
form of diffuse or concentrated tourism) with the many terciary sector 
services which it needs, can provide the indispensable addition to this 
balance and bring prosperity to the mountain sector. The purpose of 
this article is to see where we stand about this last phase of mountain 
activity in Morocco. 


The Moroccan Mountains and Alpine Tourism 


Except for some modest, local initiatives by a few experienced, usually 
benevolent amateurs, no extensive tourist effort has been made thus 

far in Morocco for and in the mountains. The one winter sports center 
in the high mountains (Oukaimeden) created without a specific, long- 
range plan has only a regional or local value. This is true in the 
medium-range mountains (jbel Hebri, Michliffen and even Bou Iblan). 
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Yet the Moroccan mountains (especially the Haut Atlas which covers a 
territory of some 100,000 square km and has a population of more than 

2 million) have, along with a very pleasant climate, the possibility of 
developing extensively all kinds of tourist activities in a high mountain 
region comparable to the most beautiful mountains of Europe--for any 
excursion (walking, riding or skiing), for vacations or visits for 
health purposes, for alpine sports at all levels in the winter and 

summer (mountain skiing, cross-country skiing, free form skiing or 
climbing), water sports (canoeing, kayaking on rivers and sailing on 
natural and man-made lakes) and aerial sports like gliding. 


However, nothing has been written about the vast high mountain area 
of Morocco which would make it better known. 


It is high time to do so and be aware that the people in the mountains 
are impatient to participate actively in the development of the tourist 
industry. For some years they have had a glimpse of it through the 
unilateral, quick and chaotic activity of some foreign travel agencies 
and vacation clubs organizing summer expeditions (called treks) in 
certain mountain ranges (Toubkal, Siroua, Haut Atlas Central), through 
the activities of mountain climbing clubs from abroad and through 

rare individuals climbing on their own (Toubkal Mountains) or skiing 
in the mountains of the Haut Atlas Central in the winter or spring. 


Types and Terrain for Alpine Tourism and Its Development in the Haut Atlas 


Usually and quite properly, diffuse mountain tourism (expeditions), which 
requires only a small infrastructure and spread-out, gradual investments 
is distinguished from Alpine tourism in centers (winter, summer and water 
sports) which requires extensive infrastructure and, from the start, 
substantial investments. 


In the following article, we will limit ourselves to the problems of 
the first stage and, hence, discuss the ways and means to develop 
diffuse Alpine tourism (expeditions) and the prospects for its expansion. 


This rural tourism of expeditions has, in recent years, been extremely 
successful particularly in Europe in the medium-range and especially 

the high mountains. A typical example is "the Great Crossing of the 
Alps," winter and summer excursions in the medium and high altitudes 

and valleys from Nice to Switzerland and Austria), attracting an ever- 
growing number of tourists, climbers and skiers from all social classes 
tired of the crowds, atmosphere and promiscuity which have taken over the 
major winter sports centers, particularly the integrated ones. This 
tourism, which demands physical effort and broadmindness of its adherents, 
puts those who respect the high regions in contact with the people 

there and the latter thus participate closely and immediately in the 
developments involved in this type. 
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This new method, born in the Alps of the desire for mountains not 
disfigured by hordes of vacationers gathered together in modern, overly 
mechanized and commercialized sports centers with heavy infrastructure, 
dreams of faraway, unspoiled mountains; a good climate and an exotic 
atmosphere would provide an additional attraction. 


This type of tourism could be widely developed in Morocco which has 
a huge, well-preserved medium and high mountain area at a reasonable 
distance from European capitals; it provides a feeling of being far 
away, a mild climate and almost unexplored areas ready to be discovered. 


However, currently, there is almost no light infrastructure which is 
essential to the development of this kind of tourism--particularly in 

the areas of information, organization of itineraries for long expeditions, 
methods of access to the mountain, lodging and health treat centers. 

Any excursion into the high mountains of the Haut Atlas is still a 

minor expedition which discourages amateurs. 


There are no reliable Moroccan tour directors for this method, thus 
the job of leading the few foreign groups trying to explore the Atlas 
is left to foreigners who do not know this mountain and its isolated 
world. 


The Atlas Mountains (which belong to the great chains of the globe along 
with the Alps, Andes, Himalayas and the Rockies) have a mountain world 
which ditfers from all other chains in its structures, relief, climate 
and pastoral civilization of another era. Rather than initiating 
scattered projects or going astray with personal initiatives, we must 
study on location various clearly defined aspects of a model in order to 
define precisely the guidelines and development of high mountain 

tourism and create a national policy to promote the mountains. This 

can be done advantageously by learning from the experience gained, 

more or less successfully, in the Alps, the cradle some hundred years 
ago of mountain climbing which bears its name. 


In this context, it should be pointed out that the Haut Atlas Central 
range is the largest, generally the highest and the most diversified 
in the whole Atlas chain, the only one having, and having extensively, 
all natural elements for all tourist activities and mountain sports. 


In this mountain, one sector stands out to organize all aspects of rural 
mountain development. That is the high dorsal at an altitude of 

4,000 meters in the Rat-Mgoun, Wawgoulzat, Azurki and Aroudan groups 
which surround the high valleys of the Ait Bougmez, Ait Bouwlli and 

haut Ahansal, relativeiy well inhabited with a mountain people already 
somewhat sensitive to tourism. 

















It is an exemplary sector forming a true mountain unit. Therefore, it 
should be chosen to concentrate all types of activity and learn from 
experience in order to establish a policy on the future development of 
the mountains. In addition, it is located in the newly created Azilal 
Province and these activities will not be hindered by constraining 
precedents. 


Activities to Develop Alpine Tourism 

The activities carried out in this particular phase are on three levels 
and must be developed in three stages (which may overla,> according to 
the locations and circumstances). They are, Of course, related to 
those done in the first two phases of mountain economy; then an overall 


picture of the economy may be drawn up. They are: 


Works to study and promote the mountains and instruct the mountain 
people about the development of Alpine tourism; 


Projects to protect the mountain and its culture: 


Projects to set up and develop the tourist industry proper in the 
framework of an integrated mountain economy. 


Promotion of the Mountains and Instruction of the Mountain People 
This type of activities must: 

Make known and publicize the Moroccan mountains; 

Train mountain youths with mountain skills; 

Launch and supervise operations needing only light infrastructures; 


Study the economic, social and cultural impact of these activities on 
the mountain environment and their effect on the lives of the people; 


From the experience gained, define a general policy of Alpine tourism 
which can be meshed perfectly with a policy to develop the mountain land. 


This stage mainly requires chosing sites, educating, instructing and 
providing advanced training and information. Specific activities 
undertaken will be rather modest, within the reach of individuals and 
local groups with the help of some appropriate aid. 


At this stage, from the start, structures for organizatior. and employment 
and tax-exempt, non-profit cultural and philanthropic organizations 
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which can put forth a lofty philosophy of Alpine activity, see to the 
preservation of the patrimony and the unselfish promotion of the 
mountains, must be established and encouraged. 


The organization structure must be created at the level of the mountain 
range or group of ranges, set up as a lay out and development unit in 
the form (for example) of a commissariat endowed with the powers to 

act and coordinate and the resolute will to succeed. This commissariat 
would be under an administrative council in which all appropriate 
ministries would be represented. 


We must remember that organization is the main strength for activities 
in the mountains and it must be devoted to: 





Raising the consciousness of the mountain people about their environment; 





Setting up and developing structures for activities essential to the 
coherent disposition and the harmonious development of the Moroccan 
mountain ranges both for those who live there and those who come there. 


The main cultural body should be a Moroccan mountain federation which 

can reflect on the technical, ecological and social problems raised by 
mountain development , make recommendations, give advice and be responsible 
for rescue and training efforts. 


In all large modern countries with mountainous areas, there are national 
mountain federations, distinct from national ski federations devoted 
to developing the sport and organizing competitions. 


Since 1959, there has been a FRMM [Royal Federation of the Mountains] in 
Morocco. Without enough members and a sufficiently aware public, it 
merged with the equally poorly endowed FRMS [Royal Skiing Federation] 

in 1963 to consolidate their meager resources and their initial efforts 
to promote a true mountain policy. 


It seems desirable and is highly recommended that these two federations 
again be separated because, although their activities use the same 
physical structure, they have radically different goals. 


Protecting the Mountains 


The type of activity must protect the environment, beautiful places 
and the cultural and artistic patrimony by setting up: 


Nature, high-altitude parks and ecological reserves (in theory, set up 
at the national level) which will respect pastoral life, the heart of 
the high country; 
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Regional parks (or other organizations, such as units to develop the 
mountain range or developmental units to chart the basin) combining 
protective efforts with the introduction of a modern infrastructure 
(access roads, electrification, sanitation improvements, etc) and a 
conscious policy to promote the mountain environment; 


Sites and monuments designated for their picturesque, artistic or 
cultural qualities. 


This stage basically requires judicial, legislative and/or administrative 
actions. It must, in fact, be begun almost simultaneously with the 
above-mentioned activities. 


Development, Growth of the Mountain Economy 


In the context of activities proper to Alpine tourism, this means 
equipping well-defined sites reserved for this purpose with: 


Winter and/or summer sports complex(es) 

Water sports center(s); 

Aerial sports center(s); 

Vacation, rest and treatment center(s). 

At this stage, investments beyond the local and regional capabilities 
are needed to develop heavy infrastructure and build the complexes 
and centers but the local and regional levels absolutely must participate. 
Details About and List of Alpine Tourist Activities 
In the first stage: 


These activities must be done simultaneously: 


Training young people in the mountain trades (climbing techniques, 
reception, iodging, health treatments, management, tour guiding, etc); 


Physically organizing rural tourism for mountain expeditions (on foot, 
horseback or skiing) by setting up rest stops along the way, cabins 
and shelters mainly, marking and setting up paths for long expeditions; 


Providing travel information about the Moroccan mountains and the 


Haut Atlas Central, in particular, and, in general, setting up the 
initial structures to market the product, mountain tourism. 
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Organizing, which is the key to good development and its real impetus; 
Studying carefully the mountain environment. 

At this stage: 

The mountain occupations are basically tour directors, Alpine guides, 
Alpine sports instructors, porters and mule drivers, personnel for high- 


altitude shelters and small rural hotels. 


For the harmonious, broad development of rural tourism (expeditions), 
a light infrastructure is needed, based on: 





Trail itineraries for long expeditions, marked out and specially chosen 
for their esthetic, artistic and athletic qualities. A very handsome 
title could be "Great Crossing of the Haut Atlas;" 


Lodging and health treatment facilities in the form of rural accommodations 
with the inhabitants, lodging along the way in the villages (communal 

or private), family inns in the countryside, cabins and protected 
high-altitude shelters located at key points along the routes of long 
expeditions. Assistance must be given to encourage the people to make 

such arrangements; 


Means of transportation and access from the airports (and cities) 

but especially from the mountain centers and towns (in this case, 
Azilal, Demnat and Wawizaght) located at the edge of the unpaved road 
networks which can usually be traveled in jeeps. Beyond these roads, 
mules or bearers must be used. 


Practical information is indispensable, through specialized magazines, 
beginner books on the Moroccan mountains and/or the particular range, 
folders, topography guides and especially the preparation of itineraries 
for the "Great Crossing of the Haut Atlas." 


An office of tourism in the main town of the province (and before any 
other at Azilal) should be set up which will coordinate information, 


organize expeditions and outings, reserve transportation, lodging 
and shelters. 


The mountain environment and its people will be studied and summaries 
and outlines provided. 


The organizational structure (which must extend beyond the field of tour- 
ist activities) will be set up and the first small groups put into place. 


In the second stage: 
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The protective efforts contemplated in the preceding stage will be 
extended and the judicial, legislative and administrative texts 
essential to effective operations will be drawn up. 


Action Program for Alpine Tourism 
In the first stage, it is advisable to set up simultaneously: 


A Moroccan mountain experimental center for training in the tourist 
sector which will do its field work in the rural communes of ne Tabant 
and Zawyat Ahansal. 


This center could be located at Ait Bougmez, specifically on Lake 
Izourar where Alpine sports can be taught; this is an indispensable basis 
for training tour directors, guides and instructors. 


The theory could be taught first perhaps at Tabant but later in one or 
several technical classes at the Azilal High School which may later 
become the technical training school for mountain occupations (all 
occupations) for the entire country. 


Courses in the Alps (refresher courses or advanced training) should 
be arranged for an exclusive group of students destined to become in 
turn teachers or officials responsible for the development of Alpine 
tourism in Morocco. 


9479 
CSO: 4519/314 


50 














MOROCCO 


FINANCIAL STATUS FOR 1981 SHOWS DECREASED INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Aug 82 p 12 
{Article by Roland Delcour] 


[Text] Although Morocco benefited this year from abundant 
rain and a good harvest, the country does not seem to have 
emerged from the bad economic and financial situation in 
which two consecutive years of drought in 1980 and 1981 had 
placed it. Besides, the drought is not the only cause of 
the slump. Such appears to be Morocco's situation halfway 
through the second year of the new 5-Year Plan. 


In a press conference held on 20 May, Mr Douiri, minister of planning, had 
given some indications of the achievement of this plan during its first year; 
in other words, in 1981. According to the minister, the achievement had been 
"much more positive than could have been expected given the circumstances, 
especially the drought which struck the country and the staggering increases 
in the dollar, raising the price of Morocco's petroleum imports even higher." 


Of course, prices had increased by 12 percent in 1981, the minister had 
admitted. As for the gross domestic product, according to Mr Douiri, it 
had declined by approximately 1 percent, as agricultural production had 
suffered decreases ranging from 20 to 50 percent, the latter percentage 
referring to grains. But, according to him, the public sector had made it 
possible to make up for these losses to a certain extent. 


In any case, two reports which have just been published, one by the BMCE 
[Moroccan Foreign Trade Bank] and the other by the Bank of Morocco, give a 
much less favorable impression of 1981 than does Mr Douiri. According to 

BMCE, imports increased by 30.8 percent last year, while exports grew by only 
26 percent, with the rate of coverage hardly over 50 percent. A more serious 
development: industrial production, which should have made up for the 
catastrophic results in agriculture, declined by 2 percent. In certain 
sectors, the decline was much greater; especially in construction (-11 percent) 
whose importance to employment is known. 


However, the bank calculates the drop in grain production in 1981 at close to 
50 percent, as does Mr Douiri. Even citrus fruit production, which benefits 
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from irrigation (in Morocco 700,000 hectares, or 10 percent of the cultivable 
area, is irrigated), dropped by 6 percent. Early vegetables (down 4 percent), 
Oils (down 3.5 percent), and wine (6.5 percent) will also have suffered the 
effects of the drought. 


The Bank of Morocco's report has just confirmed the picture painted by the 
BMCE. According to the lending institution, the gross domestic product 
declined by 1.6 percent (31.864 billion dirhams). As the newspaper AL BAYANE, 
an organ of the Moroccan communist party (PPS [Party of Progress and 
Socialism]), noted in an editorial entitled "The Confession", this is the 
Strongest decline since 1966. As for the central bank, it concluded: 
"Recovery must be encouraged while safeguarding the people's purchasing 

power and avoiding an increase in the wage-price spiral." 


Phosphate Sales Down 


The first figures available for the first quarter of 1982 hardly allow us 

to note this recovery. Economic indicators, particularly the percentage of 
imports covered by exports and the rate of inflation, point to a deterioration 
in Morocco's internal and external finances. 


Thus, for the first 5 months of 1982, the trade deficit amounted to 5.563 
million dirhams as compared to 4.684 million for the corresponding period in 
1981, an increase of 18.8 percent. As for the annual rate of inflation, it 
approached 15 percent for the same period in 1982. Price increased picked 
up briskly as of the beginning of the year, especially due to the increased 
costs of food products. 


From January to May, imports increased by 11.2 percent, which pertains not 
only to food and petroleum products, but also to all consumer goods categories. 
On the other hand, exports only grew by 3.5 percent. For these first 5 

months of 1982, even sales of phosphates, which are Morocco's great resource, 
declined, amounting to 1.254 million dirhams as compared to 1.550 million for 
the same period in 1981. Only phosphoric acid exports showed a slight 
increase. 


Of course, Morocco can resort to foreign aid--particularly from the Arab 
countries and the French, to cover all or part of the ambitious investments 
planned under the 1981-1985 5-Year Plan--and it is not depriving itself of 
this opportunity. But, this is at the expense of the Treasury, whose total 
expenses have already increased by 29 percent for 1981 alone. The kingdon, 
whose foreign debt must be well over $7 billion, will have to devote a larger 
and larger share of its budget to debt servicing. 
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MOROCCO 


PROBLEMS OF MEAT PRICES AND SUPPLY DISCUSSED 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 30 Jul 82 p 6 


[Text] Meat is expensive, very expensive; this is no secret to anyone. 
Housewives or heads of families cannot help being indignant when butchers 
in the markets advertise beef or lamb at 38 and 40 dirhams a kilogram. 


Of course not all cuts are sold at this price, but the differences between 
the cheap cuts and the others are not so great once-you have boned them and 
discarded the waste. 


But, nevertheless, the butchers are not breaking regulations. They are 
setting their prices within the legal margin provided and based on prices 
at the time of slaughter. 


What are we to conclude from this, and can we hope to see prices become more 
affordable? This is what we asked slaughterhouse officials and professional 
wholesale butchers, stockbreeders, and those who fatten livestock for market. 


Meat follows the law of supply and demand. If it is being sold at such high 
prices, it is because the quantities being placed on the market are still 
insufficient to make prices go down. 


Production is not regulated, the markets are free, and prices can vary 
considerably depending on the very wide range of stock available: there are 
numerous grades; the breeds and the farms are just so many factors. 


For, at present we are still in a crisis period. We are still suffering the 
effects of the drought which thinned the Moroccan livestock population 
considerably. 


1981, with its drought, was catastrophic... No longer able to feed their 
animals, breeders, especially the small producers, sold them at very low 
prices. 


"Meat prices did not drop much during this period, this is because the 
animals were so thin that they did not have much meat on them," commented 
the wholesale butchers. 











In a recent issue we published figures showing the size of the losses suffered 
in the livestock population; 1982 should be a year to rebuild the livestock 
population. 


In order to rebuild the livestock population, less is being supplied to the 
markets. 


The shortage of both cattle and sheep is estimated at between 10 and 15 
percent. 


Between the spring and fall of 1981, Morocco lost 28 percent of its sheep 
population and 14 percent of its cattle. 


Rebuilding the livestock population will certainly be much easier for sheep 
than for cattle, since the sheep's reproducitve cycle is shorter. 


The government measures taken last year to prohibit sheep slaughter during 
"Id [al-Fitr] were extremely helpful and it is felt that the 1.5 to 2 million 
sheep saved enabled supply to be almost normal for around 3 months. 





If supply has now imrpoved, nevertheless it remains below demand, a demand 
which has grown in the cities and especially in Casablanca. It is difficult 
to explain this growth in demand, which may be caused by a slight improvement 
in the purchasing power of the middle class or again exodus from the rural 
areas to the cities, or just by population growth which causes increased 
consumption. 


At present, in order to reach a better balance between supply and demand, 
it would be necessary to increase the meat supply by around 10 percent; not 
in the number of animals slaughtered, since they are often very thin, but 
in tonnage. Only at this level could the prices begin to drop. 


Government Measures 


But, how is this new balancd to be achieved? This government has made two 
decisions which should bring about preliminary improvements: 


(1) Slaughtering female sheep is absolutely prohibited. 


(2) Licenses have been granted to import 10,000 cattle, but with specific 
conditions, as these are to be cattle for fattening and may not be slaughtered 
until 100 days after they are imported. 


These measures are aimed mostly at tiding us over to the end of 1982. If 
the measures in themselves appear to be worthwhile and effective, they have 
caused wholesale butchers to have certain reservations. 


We are in complete agreement on not slaughtering female sheep, they say, but 


alghouth this measure is easy to apply in municipal slaughterhouses, how is 
secret slaughtering to be controlled? 
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This is a true massacre. Not only are females being slaughtered, but also 
very young animals, heifers whose meat weight is insignificant today and of 
which there will be a severe shortage tomorrow when it will be necessary to 
reproduce the herd. Slaughtering should be more stringently controlled. 


Not only are animals killed secretly and thus without any administrative 
control, but furthermore without any sanitary regulation, sometimes 
endangering the health of consumers. 


Even in the municipal slaughterhouses, young animals which should sperc many 
months in the pastures before being offered to consumers are accepted. 


Accepting them goes against the desiied goal of a normal meat supply. 
Animals are being offered at 40 to 50 kg when they could reasonably reach 
8 to 10 times this weight. 


This is a waste and the administration should take action in this area first. 


We may wonder why the small stockbreeder gets rid of animals when they are 
both too young and too thin and why de goes through the black market. 


The wholesale butchers and stock fatteners explain: "Because of an urgent 
need for money. Funds are dried up and sometimes farm credit payments are 
due and are accompanied by threats of foreclosure." 


Soem peasants state that despite government measures announcing the deferment 
of farm credit payments due to the consequences of the drought, the payments 
have been required and without delay. 


Fighting Secret Slaughtering 


As for resorting to secret slaughter, this is motivated by the few extra 
centimes the breeders get. "While the black market pays more, it is able to,' 
say the wholesale butchers, "Since it is not subject to the same charges 

and taxes as the municipal slaughterhouses." 


"Thus, in going through official channels, one must pay the charity tax of 25 
centimes a kilogram, the refrigeration tax of 10 centimes, a tax of 20 
centimes, the price of slaughter and a few additional centimes, thus totaling 
approximately 70 centimes a kilogram which can be saved on the black market 
and therefore can provide a rebate to the supplier." 


The solution therefore is rigorous control; since in Casablanca today, for 
example, it is possible to have animals slaughtered in the street 300 meters 
from the municipal slaughterhouse: males, females, fat or thin, healthy 

or unfit for consumption... 


The second set of measures also requires some explanation. Aware of the 
significant reduction in the livestock population and certainly fearing that 
the shortage would worsen by the end of the year, the administration has 
decided to unfreeze imports but only for a single category of animals. 











Licenses are granted for animals to be fattened for market, which consequently 
and in application of the law, must be fed for 100 days from the time they 
are unloaded in Morocco. 


"A mistake," say the wholesale butchers and the stock breeders, and they 
explain. "First of all," they say, "it is very difficult, if not impossible, 
to find such animals in Europe." 


"The French breeders--for it is from France that the imports come--will not 
sell livestock which is not fattened. They do not sell any cattle under 450 
kg, in other words, butcher's beef which is ready to be slaughte''ed upon 
delivery." 


One of Morocco's major stockbreeders, who holds import licenses under the new 
measures, has just spent 17 days in France knocking on all the doors to try 
to find steers or cows corresponding to the standards proposed in Rabat. 


He saw all his customary suppliers and others. Impossible. And, so as not 
to return home emptyhanded, he bought what was offered to him, in other 
words, cattle to be slaughtered, the very ones which were unloaded in 
Casablanca a few days ago. 


But, here he ran up against the legislation and he has been unable to deliver 
his animals to the slaughterhouses. He will have to pen them for the required 
100 days, and feed them although they are already ready for slaughter, 

running great risks of losses with these animals who are poorly adapted, 
finding the climate in Morocco quite different from their native Normandy 

or Picardy. Just as with humans, a different kind of food does not always 
agree with them. 


So, the wholesale butchers and stockbreeders propose their solution: "Import 
enough and sell it to the butchers so that we will simultaneously have the 
time to fatten the local animals and thus rebuild the livestock population." 


They state that prices could drop immediately and give as an example the 
recent sale of rejected imported animals which were injured during transport. 
Sale of these animals had been authorized. This was the case for about 30 
magnificent animals and it made prices drop by 2 dirhams a kilogram. 


During this time, they say, we could feed and fatten the local animals, since 
there is no shortage of cattlefeed and the prices are much lower than they 
were a few months ago. 


Last January bran was selling for 1.10 dirhams a kilogram. Today it is priced 
at 0.40. Beet pulp has dropped from 2.50 to 0.85; and fodder from 1.75 to 
0.40. 


So, the path has been laid out, they say in conclusion. Let us hope that they 
are right and that in the end meat prices return to levels affordable to 
everyone. 
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CHINA TRADE TEAMS SURVEY MARKET 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 29 Aug 82 p 3 


[Article by Suresh Shah] 


[Text] JEDDAH. Aug. 28 — Two maior trade 
mussions from the Republic of China have 
arrived on a market survey and export prom- 
ouon tour of the Kingdom. Both missions. 
organized by the China External Trade 
Development Council. are already meeting 
importers and chamber officials. 

A 24-member trade group arrived here 
Thursday. made up of reputable manufac- 
turers and prominent exporters of household 
goods. garments. hardware. building 
materials. sanitaryware and bathroom fit- 
tings, footware. electrical and electronic pro- 
ducts. transport products and other general 
items such as leather goods. cosmetics. cut- 
lery. tools and jewelery. It will be in Jeddah 
until Sept. 4. in Riyadh from Sept. 5 to 9 and 
Dammam Sept. 10 to 12. 

Another 19-member food packers mission 
arrived Friday and stays in Jeddah until 
Tuesday. They will visit Riyadh Sept. 1 to 3 
and Dammam Sept. 4 to 7. 

Both missions will meet with the local 
importers. chambers of commerce and rep- 
resentatives of super markets. The Chinese 
l- mbassy has arranged a reception here Sun- 
day evening to acquaint the mission members 
to local businessmen. and importers. 

The trade group's secretary. En-Lei Tuan. 
told Arab News Saturday. that some of the 
members have local agents and many are 
trying to find local partners. The exports of 
consumer goods from China to Saudi Arabia 
is limited compared to the total imports of 
such goods in the Kingdom from all coun- 
tries. “"We have come here to tell local 
businessmen as to who we are and to show 
them what we can supply.” he said. 

The food packers mission to the Midule 
fast and Africa had a meeting with members 
of the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and 
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Industry Saturday. The Mission Director 
Jimmy Huang said so far there is not much 
export of frozen foods from the Republic of 
China to Saudi Arabia. * We are now starting 
the exports to the Kingdom and we are com- 
petitive pricewise.”” he added. 

ROC manufacturers have been supplying 
goods to regular buyers mainly from West 
Germany. France. Japan and the United 
States. “Now we have expanded the product- 
ion capacity to supply our quality products to 
Middle East markets.” said Huang. During 
its stay. the mission will make a market study 
in the Kingdom. Members offer fresh ginger. 
dried garlic. black mushroom, dried mus- 
hroom. aboloni mushroom, frozen 
asparagus. frozen mushroom. broccoli. fro- 
zen sweet corn. frozen pineapple. frozen veg- 
etables and fruits. fresh agricultural products. 
frozen seafoods. fruit juices. biscuits and 
candies. pic. sause. vinegar and other con- 
diments. 

The mission deputy director and Sun Star 
Frozen Foods Co.. general manager. T.T. Lo. 
said his company is onc of the largest expor- 
ters of frozen foods in ROC and its annual 
exports average $6 million of frozen 
asparagus. mushroom. broccoli. sweet corn 
and pineapple. ‘Its total supply amounts to 
$20 million. including local markets.’ he 
added. 

Another major exporter TaiMei Food 
Indsutrial Corporation Manager C.C. Tsai 
said his company exports about $4 million 
worth of frozen seafoods. frozen vegetables 
and fruits. Other major exporters represen- 
ted in the mission include Chen Hsiang Foods 
Industrial Co., and Tong Zong Frozen Foods 
Factory. They say their prices are competitive 
and they expect get a good response. 

















SAUDI ARABIA 


INTERIOR MINISTER DISCUSSES CIVIL DEFENSE PROJECTS 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 31 Aug 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


J} DDAH. Aug. 30 (SPA) -— Interior 
Minister Prince Naif signed a SR600 million 
4aontract Sunday with Kawasaki Heavy Indus- 
trics of Japan for the supply of 10 helicopters 
yor civil defense. training Saudi Arabian per- 
Sbnnel and provide maintenance ior five 
Voars, 

Delivery of the helicopters will start within 
four months Prince Naif said. The contract is 
part of the Civil Defense Aviation Moder- 
nization Plan. Under the plan. the Public 
Security Department has purchased the 
helicopters and established two bases in Asir 
and Makkah. Three existing bases — in 
Rivadh. Jeddah and Dhahran — also will be 
expanded to acco mmodate more helicopters 
and crew. 

Prince Naif said the contract compliments 
civil defense projects to use helicopters and 
complete support equipment in fighting fires. 
rescue and swift and efficient movement. 

The project came to light after long studies 
and testing of the efficiency of helicopters for 
civil defense purposes. especially during the 
pilgrimage period.” he said. ‘In addition to 
practicality in rescue operations. helicopters 
contribute in fighting large fires and fires in 
highrise buildings.” 

Public Security Director Gen. Abdullah 
Al-Sheikh. who attended the signing of the 
contract. said that the supply of such advan- 
ced aircraft for civil defense will improve its 
services in rescue and fire fighting operations. 
He added that the move reflects the govern- 
ment’s attention to this vital facility. 

“The establishment of the new bases for 
civil defense indicates the government's 
keenness to enable this department to oper- 
ate with exactness and specd to fight fires and 
rescue livcs.” Gen. Al-Sheikh stressed. 

The project. which costs nearly SR600 mil- 
lion, will add 10 helicopters to bring the total 
number of such civil defense aircraft in the 
Kingdom to 16. The project also provides for 
training 216 Saudi Arabian personnel, and 
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40 pilots. securing personnel through 
nationals in all administrative and technical 
specializations. Prince Naif said. 

He hoped that modernization of the civil 
defense will also cover sea ports. Prince Naif 
highlighted the Saudi Ports Authority's con- 
tribution to the civil defense network at Jed- 
dah Islamic Port in fighting fires on ships. 

“The civil defense’ responsibilities are large 
and sensitive at all times; besides its rescue 
and firefighting task. the civil defense also has 
wide operations in catastrophes. floods and 
accidents.” the prince said. Commending the 
efforts of civil defense men. he expressed the 
hope that infrastructure and security systems 
for the department will be completed during 
the coming years. 

Speaking about the Interior Ministry's pre- 
parations for this year’s pilgrimage. Prince 
Naif said the government has been hard at 
work to mobilize all potentials and complete 
preparations for the pilgrimage season. He 
said he hoped that pilgrims and all Islamic 
governments would cooperate with the 
Kingdom's authorities in facilitating the per- 
formance of pilgrimage rites which are of 
concern to all Muslims. This year. pilgrims 
will be able to perform their religious rites in 
a peaceful. spiritual atmosphere of security 
and stability. he said. 

Dealing with security agreements signed 
between the Kingdom and other members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council. Prince Naif 
said that a work team has been formed by a 
resolution of GCC interior ministers to draw 
up the draft of the comprehensive security 
agrecment for member states. The draft will 
be submitted to the interior ministers 
meeting in October. he added. He hoped that 
the agrecment would be signed during that 
meeting. 

The multi-purpose. bilateral agreement 
between Saudi Arabia and Qatar. Oman. the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain rep- 
resents the minimum level of the comprehen- 
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sive agreement. The proposed agreement will 
be at the level of the GCC states and peoples’ 
aspirations to achieve integrated secunty. he 
said. 

Asked about the bilateral agreement bet- 
ween Saudi Arabia and Kuwait which has not 
been signed yet. Prince Naif said there are no 
differences between the countnes about the 
agreement. 

Kuwait has its own views on certain mat- 
ters and that made them not sign the 
agreement with Saudi Arabia.” he said. 
‘These views concern the exchange or hand- 
ing over of criminals. The agreements signed 
with the rest of GCC member states included 
this issue.’ he added. ; 

Talks between GCC member states and the 
work team has covered this issue and the 
decision has been left for the interior minis- 
ters. Prince Naif said. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


ADDITIONAL ALLOCATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 30 Aug 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


RIYADH. Aug. 29 (SPA) — An additional 
SR315 million have been allocated under the 
1982/83 state budget for development pro- 
jects already approved by King Fahd in vari- 
ous cities and villages. The funds will be 
expended over three years. 

The projects had been proposed by a com- 
mittee of state undersecretaries which visited 
the various areas of Saudi Arabia and submit- 
ted a report to the king. The committee 
chairman. Prince Salman. who is also the 
governor of Riyadh. said that the projects will 
include municipal. agricultural. health. road. 
electricity. telephone and other projects. The 
amount will cover the projects of 32 
municipalities and rural complexes. 

Foremost among such projects is the asphal- 
ting of all cities and villages falling within the 
perimeter of Riyadh. the establishment of 
storm water drainage and drinking water 
networks in most of the arca’s cities and the 
creation of gardens and public parks. They 
also include the construction of pedestrian 
tunnels and bridges and the preparation of 
storm water drainage studies. 

From the SR315 million. SR60 million were 
earmarked for Al-Kharj. SR10 million for 
Al-Dolom Municipality.SRS.5 million for 
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Al-Hayathem Municipality. SR23.5 million 
for Al-Mujammaa Municipality. SR14.1 mil- 
lion for Hawtat Sudair Municipality. SR6.5 
million for Rawdat Sudairi. SR4.5 million for 
Al-Jalajel. SRO.S million for Tamir. SR8 mil- 
lion for Al-Ghaat. SR2.3 million for Al- 
Zalfi. SRS.5S million for Thadeg. SRS.3 mil- 
lion for Al-Horaymala’e. SR7 million for 
Al-Der’eyyah. SR6 million for Al-Ayina and 
Al-Jubailah. SR6.5 million for Shaqra’e. 


SR6.2 million for Marraat. SR2 million for 
Darmaax. SR9Y.7 million for Al- 
Muzahemeyyah. SR8.2 million for Al- 
Quway’eyyah. SR19 million for Al- 
Dawademi. SR6.7 million for Sajer. SR1.S 
million for Nafi. SR10 million for Al-Afif. 
SR18 million for Wadi Al-Dawaser. SR15.5 
million for Al-Sulayyel. SR10.1 million for 
Al- Iflaj. SR1I4 million for Hawtat Bani 
Tamim. SR3 million for Al-Hareeq. 
§$R300.000 for Al-Holwah. SR4 million for 
Al-Haddar. and S$R700.000 for AIl- 
Rammah. 

The projects also call for the construction of 
central markets. lighting. tree planting. the 
digging of wells. sand barricrs. peddlers’ 
areas, municipal buildings. toilets pilgrim rest 
areas and other facilities. 
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BRIEFS 


INDIAN CONSORTIUM WINS HOUSING CONTRACT--The Saudi Arabia Interior Ministry 
has chosen an Indian consortium to build 576 villas for the Saudi internal 
security forces at Tabuk in the north of the country. The two-year contract, 
worth SR 450 million ($130.8 million), has gone to the Indian Overseas Con- 
struction Consortium (I10CC) and includes the construction of schools, three 
hospitals, a health centre, a mosque and a utility building. The complex 
will be centrally air-conditioned and power will be supplied by four 10 Mega- 
watt generators. According to Indian press reports, the project will require 
1,400 skilled and unskilled labourers from India. About 10 Indian companies, 
including Voltas and Gammon India, are involved with the scheme. Meanwhile, 
Gammon Pakistan has won a SR 165 million ($47.9 million) order to build the 
Ahli sports complex in Jeddah. The sports complex, which covers an area of 
75,000 square metres, is scheduled for completion in 22 months. [Text] [Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 29, 6 Sep 82 p 12] 


WATER PIPELINE DEAL--Further details have emerged about a $425 million contract 
awarded by Saudi Arabia to an international consortium for the construction 

of a water pipeline in the mountainous region of Asir in southwest Saudi Arabia 
(An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, August 23). The consortium, led by Saipem of 
Italy, also includes the Turkish construction and installation company Tekfen 
and Lebanon's Contracting and Trading Company (CAT). The 300-kilometre pipe- 
line will carry water from the desalination plant at Shuqayq on the Red Sea 

to the cities of Jizan and Abha. The project, due to be completed in about 
three and a half years, will include seven reservoirs, six tunnels, five 
bridges, four pumping stations and a small housing compound, according to 
officials in Jeddah. Theconsortium is carrying out the project on behalf 

of Saudi Arabia's state-owned Saline Water Conversion Corporation (SWCC). 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 29, 6 Sep 82 p 12] 
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NEW PROJECTS FOR DEVELOPING HIMS DESERT CITED 


Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 8 Sep 82 p 3 


[Article by Hisham Boukhari] 


[Text ] 


Fditor’s note: The Syrian 
desert is not an arid desert, as 
most economists think, nor is 
it a lifeless area. 

The Syrian desert is, in fact, 
a piece of land which can easily 
be reclaimed, by providing the 
needed water resources. 

The great importance, which 
at present is given to the 
Svrian desert, is in fact due to 
the recent development of our 
national economy. The 
continuous increase in 
population, the rising 
standards of income and of 
living and the expansion of 
consiruction projects and 
public services in most of the 
country’s governorates have 
led to a tremendous increase in 
the consumption of meat and 
dairy products. Therefore. 
great efforts were concentrated 
on the methods which would 
guarantee an increase in the 
dairy cattle wealth in order to 
achieve self-sufficiency in this 
field. 


The development of the 
desert means exactly the 
reclamation of large areas of 
land which have _ great 
potentials. This can be done 
through providing water 
resources, building fixed and 
permanent lodgings for the 
nomad citizens of the desert 
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and raising their standard of 
living by providing them with 
all needed public services. 

Homs desert is considered 
among the greatest deserts of 
Syria. It covers over one third 
of the whole Syrian desert. 
This has made it receive all the 
care and attention of the 
authorities concerned. 

In an interview with the head 
of the Desert Department in 
the Directorate of Agriculture 
and Agrarian Reform, Mr 
George Rabahia said that the 
desert of Homs covers an area 
of 3,656,960 hectares. He 
pointed out that 150,000 
citizens live in this desert. 
These citizens, he added, are 
divided into three major 
groups: 

The first group lives 
permanently in regions and 
villages, works in agriculture, 
and breeds cattle. 

- The second group is living 
like bedouins in a 
semi-nomadic way, roving 
throughout the desert for 
nearly half the year, and living 
in villages in the desert for the 
other half of the vear. 

- The third group consists of 
a number of nomadic bedouins 
like al-Rola tribe and Sab’‘a 
clans. 

Mr Rabahia said that at 
present the Desert Department 
is trying all possible means to 
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convince the second and third 
groups to settle down in the 
desert by providing stable 
lodging for them and by raising 
their standard of living. 


He pointed out that 
cooperative societies have 
already been established in the 
desert in order to breed and 
fatten cattle and to provide 
every kind of assistance to the 
inbabitants of the desert. Mr 
Rabahia emphasized that 117 
cooperative societies exist in 
the desert of Homs at present. 
These societies are specialized 
in breeding and fattening 
cattle. He said that the 
societies are divided into three 
main categories: 

- Fifty-one societies for 
developing and improving 
pastures. 

- Fifty-four for breeding 
cattle. 

- Twelve societies for 
fattening cattle. 

These societies, he went on, 
own 76 per cent of the cattie of 
the governorate. They have 
1.431.000 sheep and 2,566 
camels. 

The lack of water resources 
represents one of the essential 
factors which make it 
impossible for the citizens of 
the desert to live permanently 
in fixed place. The citizens of 
the desert pass most of their 
time roving in the desert in 
search for water and grazing 
plots for their animals. 

Thus, Mr Rabahia said, 
efforts were concentrated in 
order to provide permanent 
water resources by digging new 
wells and repairing the old 
ones. Therefore, 12 new 
artesian wells have been drilled 
in the desert of Homs. The 
depths of these wells range 
between 100 meters to 300 
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meters, with a storage capacity 
of 12 cubic meters per hour. 
Twenty other wells will soon be 
dug in the desert. Mr Rabahia 
stressed. 


In addition to the projects of 
providing water resources, the 
Directorate of Agriculture is 
constructing warehouses for 
the storage of fodder. The 
construction of warehouses is 
considered nart of the duty of 
the cooperative societies which 
already own a number of large 
stores in the desert. » 

The lack of warehouses 
represents another factor 
which has obliged the desert 
citizens to rove in search of 
fodder for their cattle. 


The symposium on_ the 
development of the desert, held 
recently in Damascus, has 
called for the establishment of 
a center for breeding sheep in 
Palmyra. The aim of such a 
center is to improve the sheep 
stock in Syria. The center 
covers an area of 83,000 
dunums, out of which 800 
dunums were planted with 
pastures. Due to the growing 
importance of the desert of 
Homs, the Ministry of 
Agriculture is increasing the 
funds allocated for the projects 
of developing the desert every 
year. 

For example, the sum of 
LS 397,000 was appropriated 
for the Homs desert in 1981. 
The sum was nearly doubled in 
1982. 

In the course of settling the 
citizens of the desert in 
permanent lodgings, _the 
Directorate of Agriculture is 
also planting new pastures and 
repairing and maintaining the 
old wells. 
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BRIEFS 


SUGAR PRODUCTION--HOMS, (SANA)--The Homs Sugar Company has achieved a great 
production increase over the 1982 plan, said the Company's Director. The 
amount of processed sugar beet for this season has totalled 50,000 tonnes 

at an average of 800 tonnes per day. The company is currently supplying 1,300 
tonnes of sugar beet per day to Raqqa Sugar company. Homs sugar beet products 
for this season are estimted at 13%,000 tonnes, half of which have been deliv- 
ered to the new sugar factories in the country. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES 
in English 8 Sep 82 p 3] 
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TUNISIA 


GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO AID EMIGRANT WORKERS AND REPATRIATES OUTLINED 
Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 5 Aug 82 pp 3, 4 


[Article: "Physical and Spiritual Link Ties the Worker to his Country; 
Encouraging Repatriates to Participate in the Development Plan by Granting 
Them Customs Exemptions"] 


[Text] Sixteen years have passed since the holding of the first national 

meeting for Tunisian workers abroad, 16 years of tireless work and constant 

development of bold and important accomplishments in the context of a 7 
continuous dialogue between the individuals of our communities and officials t 
on all levels. Sixteen years in which the policy of working abroad has 

seen significant developments and governing regulations, stemming from a 

theory that considers emigration a kind of cooperation between Tunisia and 

the host countries. 


In concert with this thrust, concern for the psychological and social aspects 
that surround the whole process of shifting human elements, which is embodied 
in the contractual nature that has been given to this kind of cooperation, 
and which has been represented in the ratification of agreemeits that 
regulate the way we work with specific countries, has been directed at 
avoiding chaotic emigration and the resulting negative side effects. 


We have also been concerned with maintaining, or rather, firming up the 
physical and spiritual link between the Tunisian citizen abroad and his 
country, community, people and clan. 


Moreover, the state has not hesitated to find incentives and make arrangements 
for a not inconsiderable number of our citizens abroad to have effective 
participation in the fostering of development projects that provide new 
sources of wealth for the country, put an end to unemployment and enrich 

the national economy. 


Within this framework, this year's meeting will be held from 6 to 8 August 
1982, and will once again represent a constructive and impartial link in 

the dialogue, aimed at strengthening and evaluating the work carried out by 
all the agencies, and a look at how that work can be improved, in accordance 
with the available assets in the country. The hope is that this meeting will 
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be an opportunity for more intenSe dialogue on important matters concerning 
the present and future of our citizens abroad, in all of their various 
classes, and to make objective recommendations in accordance with our reality 
and the potential of our country, based upon what has been achieved by the 
government in the social and economic field for the benefit of our emigrant 
communities. 


The Horizons of Emigration 
Cooperation with the Arab Gulf Countires 


Cooperation with the Arab Gulf nations in the field of exchanging experts 
and specialized manual labor has seen an important thrust during the 
present year, represented especially by: 


1. Ratification of new agreements: 


In addition to the agreements ratified in the past year with the UAE and 
Qatar, during the current year, similar agreements have been signed with 
Iraq, Jordan and the Sultanate of Oman, which will organize our cooperation 
in these areas on precise bases and ensure the rights of the individuals 

of our communities working in these countries. 


2. The Office for Occupational Training, Employment and Tunisian Workers 
Abroad will concentrate on supporting this cooperation. Offices subordinate 
to the Office for Occupational Training, Employment and Tunisian Workers 
Abroad, working under the supervision of our embassies in Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and the UAE, have appointed labor attaches whose job is to 
represent the link with the authorities in these countries, and with those 
responsible for the organizations, to study the labor market, to search for 
job opportunities available, to facilitate the employment of the Tunisian 
work force, and to study the development of cooperation in all the fields 
that have a connection with human resources. 


Concern for the Families of Our Emigrant Workers 


Applying the recommendations of the previous national meetings of Tunisian 
workers abroad, and especially the recommendations of the last meeting which 
called for the creation of a special agency to be concerned with the affairs 
of the Tunisian workers’ relatives remaining in the Tunisian Republic, 

a new agency in the Office for Occupational Training, Employment and 
Tunisian Workers Abroad has been charged with the task of assisting these 
families living in Tunisia to gain the greatest [measure] of stability 
possible in their social and family lives. 


In a practical sense, this task is represented by the following activities: 
1. Dealing with many of the social cases, which for the first 6 months of 


1982 amounted to some 90 cases in various fields: discussions on behalf of 
families, implementing disbursement, insurance and pension rules, old age 
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payments, work and travel accidents, death benefits, marital disputes, 
registration of emigrants' children in Tunisian schools and centers, 
[settlement of] various disputes, preparing various documents for workers, 
social investigations, status settlement and family gatherings. 


2. Preparing and offering the most comprehensive programs for the benefit 
of those areas that include a significant percentage of the families whose 
custodians work abroad. 


These programs are basically aimed at maintaining contact with the 
families in order to become acquainted with their problems and help as far 
as possible to solve them, as well as to follow up on the children's 
behavior and studies. 


Housing 


The government has labored to inform the Tunisian workers abroad of the 
benefits which are granted to them by the housing savings law, which has 
been in force in Tunisia since 1974. The National Fund for Housing Savings 
tries to get them to participate in the programs that it carries out every 
year. 


In view of the fact that housing is one of the most important concerns of our 
workers abroad, one has noted an increased willingness on their part to 
take part in the housing savings program. 


The number of Tunisian workers abroad who were members in the National Fund 
for Housing Savings amounted to 5112 as of 30 June 1982. 


As for the number of loans granted by the fund to the Tunisian member workers 
abroad, for the purpose of either building or buying a house in their native 
country, there were some 1925 loans valued at 11,161,121 dinars. 


Teaching the Arabic Language 


The subject of teaching Arabic is considered one of the most important 
concerns of our communities abroad, because of its influence on developing 
the basic national identity of the children and on their future when they 
return to their homeland. 


Since 1974, the Ministry of National Education has made special efforts in 
this field, represented by sending the very best teachers to teach this 
language within the educational program in the French schools, or within 
the system of equivalent education whether in France or the other European 
countries. As regards Libya, the government established an exclusively 
Tunisian elementary school since the 1974-75 academic year. 


Development of Arabic Language Education in Europe 
The continuous efforts made by the government since 1974 have developed in 


concert with the needs of our communitites. This development can be 
depicted as follows: 
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School Year Number of Teachers Number of Centers Number of Students 








74/75 10 6 185 
75/76 24 14 1000 
76/77 44 72 2510 
77/78 52 116 3516 
78/79 61 210 4735 
79/80 65 223 5449 
80/81 71 236 6829 
81/82 84 262 7100 


Elementary School in Tripoli 


This school's ability to accommodate students has increased from 167 pupils 
in 1974-75 to 868 during the current year. The number of departments has 
developed from 6 to 26, and the number of teachers from 6 to 23. 


This school offered the first group of students for competitive entry into 
the first year of secondary education in 1977. For the past 2 years the 
rate of success has been: 


1979-80 - 42.61 percent 
1980-81 - 53.52 percent 


The lessons in this school follow the same pattern as for other Arab students, 
such as Egyptians, Palestinians, Libyans and Moroccans. 


The Return 


Since 1974, a number of measures have been taken to assist the worker, 
facilitate his return and enable him to participate, for his part, in the 
social and economic development of the country. These actions include: 


--Creating a repatriation agency within the Office for Occupational 

Training, Employment and Tunisian Workers Abroad, whose mission is to 

assist the worker returning to his homeland to solve the unexpected problems, 
to give him guidance and to provide him with all the necessary information. 


--Establishing guidance and reception offices at the entry points (Tunis- 
Carthage airport, Sfax-al-Munastir airport, Ras Jadir). 


--Granting customs exemptions for furniture and household appliances when 
the final return occurs, including a car and truck. 


--Encouraging the returning citizens, for their own benefit, to share in 
the development plan, by granting them exemptions from customs duties on 
tools and equipment suitable for agricultural, industrial or traditional 
projects. 
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In this regard, the total number of projects carried out by our workers 
returning to the homeland, and which were approved by the Agency for 
Finance Promotion for the period 1975-81, was as follows: 


Number of projects - 1,126 

Total financing - 38 million dinars 
Worksites to be created - 13,992 

7005 
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TUNISIA 


AGRO-INDUSTRY STATISTICS FOR 1981 REPORTED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 23 Aug 82 p 10 


[Text] In 1981, industrial activity on the whole continued 
to advance, although at a less rapid rate than that noted in 
1980. Expressed in current prices, the added value of the 
industrial sector would have increased at the high rate of 

19 percent. But in constant prices, this rate drops to 

6.2 percent compared with 8.2 percent in 1980. The 
deceleration also appears in the movement of the industrial 
production index (base of 100 in 1977), which increased only 
3 percent compared with 6.8 percent in 1980. In any event, 
the sector's share of the total PIB [gross domestic product], 
evaluated in terms of factor cost and 1972 prices, has 
remained, for the third consecutive year, in the neighborhood 
of 28 percent. 


In 1981, the manufacturing industry sector developed at a slightly slower 

rate than that noted the preceding year, that is, 12.4 percent compared with 
13 percent. The deceleration affected especially the chemical, construction 
material and textile industries. On the other hand, the agro-food, mechanical 
and electrical industries registered higher increases than in 1980. 


Agro-Food Industries 


In the agro-food industries, some renewal of activity was noted in 1981, 
in particular as a result of the growth in agricultural production during 
the 1980-81 campaign. 


Stimulated by the continued increase in consumption of cereal products, flour 
mill and semolina factory activity continued at a sustained rate in 1981. 


Likewise, the pasta industry and bakeries, whose products are increasingly 
in demand, continued to advance, although installed production capacity 
does not seem to be fully utilized as yet. 


The development of animal husbandry, particularly poultry farming and animal 


fattening, continues to stimulate the animal food products industry, with 
production increasing from 474,000 tons in 1980 to 620,000 tons in 1981. 
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This advance can be explained by the increased demand resulting from the 
decrease in available fodder as a result of the drought. 


Production of pasteurized and sterilized milk, provided mainly by the 

Tunisian Dairy Industry Company (STIL), showed a drop of some 31 percent 

in 1981, reaching only 700,000 hectoliters, the drop in production being the 
result of social conflicts and the 4-month halt in pasteurized milk production 
corresponding to the time needed to replace equipment that had become obsolete. 


On the other hand, yogurt production showed an increase, reaching 293 million 
jars compared with 283 million in 1980. This increase resulted from the 
establishment of new production units during the past few years. 


White sugar production, as provided by the Meja sugar refinery, showed a 
drop in 1981, reaching only 57,300 tons, as against 59,600 the preceding 
year. This decline affected both the refining of imported cruce sugar and 
the conversion of locally produced beets. 


The inauguration in June 1983 of the new Ben Bechir sugar refinery in the 
Jendouba region will, on the one hand, make it possible to increase coverage 
of the country's sugar needs from 5 to 25 percent through production obtained 
from local beets and, on the other, increase the country's refining capacity 
and consequently reduce recourse to the importation of white sugar. 


In 1981, oil mill activity continued at a satisfactory rate on the whole and 
also in relation to the good olive harvest obtained during the 1980-81 
campaign. In this connection, installed grinding capacities were improved 
thanks to modernization of the existing oil mills and the establishment of new 
units. In sum, olive oil production in 1981 reached 145,000 tons compared with 
85,090 tons the preceding year. 


Following a good tomato crop, the production of tomato paste increased 
appreciably in 1981, reaching 42,000 tons compared with 28,000 tons the 
preceding year. This increase was achieved thanks to good climatic conditions 
and the rise in price of fresh tomatoes delivered to the canning factories, 
which went from 30 to 35 millimes per kilogram. Taking into account 4,000 
tons of inventory carried forward, total stocks of canned tomatoes available 
for the 1981-82 campaign reached 46,000 tons, making it possible to meet 
domestic consumption estimated at 34,000 tons, set up a reserve stock of some 
5,000 tons and set aside about 7,000 tons for export. During the preceding 
campaign, 9,500 tons of tomato paste were imported to offset the shortage 

in local production. However, the deficit was smaller than anticipated. 


Harissa production showed an increase of 15.4 percent, rising from 7,800 tons 
in 1980 to 9,000 tons in 1981. This increase can be explained basically by 
the easing of prices of fresh peppers delivered to the canning factories. 


The decrease in the apricot crop during the 1980-81 campaign, as a result of 
the unfavorable climatic conditions that prevailed at the beginning of 1981, 
had a negative effect on apricot pulp production. Indeed, this dropped 

by 14.3 percent, reaching only about 3,000 tons. 





With regard to semipreserved vegetables, in particular beans, peas and 
artichokes, these tend to stagnate under the effects of the low level of 
agricultural production. For the 1980-81 campaign, production of these 
semipreserved foods barely reached 11,000 tons, that is, more or less the 
same level of the year before. 


The decrease in the tuna catch, taken basically in the Gabes and Sfax fishing 
zones, and the stagnation in jacking, adapted to the taking ot small bluefish, 
had an unfavorable effect on the 1981 fish canning campaign. Indeed, 
production of this canned food product declined considerably, dropping from 
6,500 tons in 1980 to only 4,200 tons in 1981. 


In light of a continued increase in consumption, beverage production showed 

an appreciable increase for most products in 1981. Thanks to the modernization 
of its equipment, the Thermal and Mineral Water Spa Company (SOSTEM) in 1981 
produced 26.5 million bottles of mineral water, almost all of which were large 
size compared with 23.8 million bottles the year before. 


Similarly, the production of carbonated beverages clearly advanced, reaching 
1.8 million hectoliters, an increase of 28.6 percent. Despite this advance, 
there are still production difficulties resulting from seasonal variations 
in demand. 


As for alcoholic beverages, production dropped by 7 percent for beer and 10.3 
percent for wine, amounting to 300,000 and 555,000 hectoliters respectively. 
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